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Chicago!  
Recap & Rewind  
by the Arbor Twins 
 

Chicago, the windy city: Home of the Millennium Mile, Grand Union Station, and The Tribune; 

Home of the Cubs and home of the White Sox (though some of you might just think of a band!)é 
 

The city known for water revolves around a Great Lake.  Lake Michigan supplies Chicago residents 
with a trade, recreation, and tourist economy and also all of its drinking water.  It is also the 

largest of the five Great Lakes.  Although the landmarks change  names (Sears tower ï Harris 
tower, Komisky Park ï ATT Stadium), Chicago will always attract visitors for its exciting 

architecture, music, baseball, and of course, for the food.  
 

For those NE ISA members who couldnôt make the journey this year to the 86th  Annual ISA 
conference, here are a few of the highlights.  

 
Saturdayôs ITCC was postponed due to Fridayôs torrential & flooding rains.  The Morton Arboretum 

boasts 1,700 acres of the most wonderful collections of trees, sculptures, & plants.  If you are 
lucky enough to visit, please enjoy the trees, the maze, the visitorôs center, and the tree house, 

and of courseéyour traveling companions.  We were graced with a special treat to listen to the 

Indigo Girls perform an afternoon dress rehearsal before their ev ening concert.  That was 
awesome!  Of the 7+ hours we spent at the Morton, we did not have nearly the time to visit its 

entire botanical bliss.  
 

ISAôs Olympics of Tree Climbing (The International Tree Climbing Competition) began around 4:30 
am for the judg es and 6:30 am for the climbers on Sunday and concluded around 8:30 pm.  Fifty -

four climbers from around the world ran through the preliminaries, a field of mowed poison ivy 
created havoc, and three women & four men plodded through the Masterôs Challenge.  Josephine 

Hedger (UK Chapter) and Mark Chisholm (NJ Chapter) rose to the top as the 2010 World 
Champions.  
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The Navy Pier sits at the end of East Grand Avenue.  It is 
host to restaurants, art exhibits, vendors, pubs, a Ferris 

wheel, and boat docks with ar chitectural tours, private 
cruises and fishing excursions.  Thereôs something for 

everyone down at the Pier.  ñYou know you love it!ò 

 
Those attendees seeking tree knowledge Monday through 

Wednesday at the Navy Pier had a plethora of CEU 
opportunities.  Th is year ISA offered many fresh, new 

speakers with interesting topics.  The Climberôs Corner 
provided a variety of sessions for those working aloft --  ways 

to help work smarter, not harder.  
 

Chicago lent itself to oppressively hot and muggy walks from 
the Sh eraton Hotel to the Navy Pier.  The weather 

challenged many conference registrants in remaining 
punctual for classes.  Pleasantly, the simple joy of air 

conditioning proved a great reprieve for the ISA certified 
arborists who held steadfast to the educatio nal schedule.  

 

Once again, congratulations to NEC -TCC Champions Marcy 
Gladdys and Moris Duarte who shared their wonderful spirit and competitive edge with climbers 

from around the globe.  Our champs respect you, our members, as much as the New England 
Chap ter believes that ñYouôre the Inspirationò! 

 
See you in Australia Mates!  
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

By Julie Coop  

 

Greetings Chapter Members and Friends -  

Oh yes, I write this on August 6 th .  The dog days of 

summer are here.  The temps have been in the 90ôs 
and the humidity has been unbearable.  Here in the 

Boston area, this summerôs temperatures generally 
have been a lot warmer than the average summer 

temps and unfortunately the rainfall has been less than 
the monthly averages have been, historically.  The  last 

time that I checked, we were almost 500 growing 

degree days ahead of last year!  So, my grass is 
browning out and the weeds are growing faster and taller in my garden than anything else and my 

trees and shrubs have been showing signs of water stress.   I am good with the brown grass but I 
am not ok with the stress on my woody plants.  I do not want any casualties on my watch, but the 

town that I live in has enforced a ban on all outside watering (including hand -held watering), so I 
am rationing what li ttle water that I have remaining in my rain barrels and praying to the rain gods 

for more rain.  I am currently working in the Worcester area on the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Reforestation project and am visiting and seeing neighborhoods where most of the tr ee canopy has 

been removed due to the ALB.  I wonder how the temps there compare to previous yearsô 
temperatures when there was a tree canopy; I realize that my dog days are probably nothing 

compared to theirs.  

It was only two months ago on June 5 th  but it  seems so long ago when the Chapter held its Tree 

Climbing Championship out at UMASS in Amherst.   Marcy Gladdys and Moris Duarte are our 
champions and they just recently competed at the International level on July 25 th  at the Morton 

Arboretum.  Both repre sented the New England Chapter well and it was a great honor and privilege 

for me to be able to watch them compete!  

Our Tree Climbing Championship not only requires sponsors but many volunteers to make it work. 

Without both it would not happen, so thank yo u.  I would especially like to thank all of the 
volunteers, some of whom not only worked the day of the Championship but also worked the day 

before the event setting it up.   Those volunteers are:  Kelly Allen, Wilbreth Arcos, Rich Bailey, Ed 
Carpenter, George Casey  , Michael Chagnon, Gary Clark, Bill Conn, Scott Davis, Bruce Duffy, 

Walter Goodridge Bryan Happ, Chris Happ, Charlie Iselin, Mike Jerome, Jen Kettell, Greg Lukos,  
Brandon Maltby, Rocco Massaro  , George Mellick,  Bud Neal, Don Parrot, Danny Rodr iguez, Chris 

Rooney,  Kat Russell, Dennis Ryan, Rick Sankolewicz, Arthur Shaw, Tom Schutz, Stephen Soden 
and Bryan Westlake.  My apologies if I omitted anyone and please let me know if I did.  Also, 

please note the strong Connecticut contingent who came ou t of the woodwork to help out!    

So yes, it is just the beginning of August but before we know it these dog days are going to be well 

behind us and the temperatures will cool down and our annual conference will be here before you 
know it.  I hope to see yo u there on  October 24 th  ï 26 th  in Plymouth, MA at the Radisson Hotel in 

Plymouth Harbor.   

 
Best,  

Julie Coop  
NEC- ISA President  
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CCOONN NN EECCTTII CCUUTT: David Slade,   davidslade8@gmail.com  
 

It wa s another exciting spring with the CT Tree Climbing Competition and CTPA's Arbor Day 
planting at the capital in Hartford.  Now we are in the midst of one steamy summer!  On July 15th 

CTPA held its annual summer meeting at the Farmington club in Farmington.   I did not attend, but 
I'm sure it was a good and educational time with lots of opportunity to network as well as try out 

(and buy) new equipment.  
 

Last winter at the CTPA meeting I met an interesting individual named Jim Conroy, also known as 
the Tree Wh isperer.  I was so intrigued by his booth that I did a seminar with him at Omega in 

Rhineback NY.  Omega is a retreat center that does a myriad of seminars and programs.  At the 
seminar we were taught and got to practice the basics of tree whispering.  Thi s involves joining our 

human consciousness and energy field with the consciousness and bioenergy field of the tree in an 

effort to heal and support the tree.  Far out stuff, I know.  And yet, it seems that this world we live 
in is rapidly changing.  I was excited to find that as I tuned to the trees I could see very subtle 

movements of the trunk that I would have ordinarily never noticed.  Jim says that merging with the 
tree energy often heightens different senses for different people.  I have not healed an y trees yet, 

but Dr. Conroy has documented evidence of his successes.  I believe all of us "tree people" 
intuitively understand the bio -energy field of trees from having spent so much time within it.  If 

you are interested please visit Jim's website.  It i s my plan to bring Dr. Conroy to Connecticut this 
fall for work on some notable trees and a workshop.  

 
We have also had a series of violent thunderstorms in our state that have done considerable 

damage to trees.  
 

Drink lots of water and take some time to g o to the beach.  
 

All the best, David Slade  

 
 

 

 

 MM AA II NN EE::   DD iiddiieerr  BB oonnnneerr--GG aanntteerr,,  ffoorrtt rreeee@@ssbbccgglloobbaall..nneett   

Current events in Maine:  

 Maine Department of Agriculture is coordinating Asian Longhorned Beetle and Emerald Ash 
Borer workshops and attention throughout the state. The latest education day will be held at 

the Sebago Lake State Park on 14 August where all members of the public will  be welcome 

to participate.  
 The Governor of Maine declares August Asian Longhorned Beetle Awareness month -  "The 

Asian Longhorned Beetle poses a significant threat to our forests and our agricultural 
economy and our citizens and visitors are the best defen se against its spread...early 

detection is   key to ensuring the health of Maine's forests!" -  Gov. John Baldacci, 5 August 
2010.  

mailto:davidslade8@gmail.com
mailto:fortree@sbcglobal.net
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      MM AA SSSSAA CCHH UUSSEETTTTSS::   Jen Kettell,  jennifer_kettell@harvard.edu  
 
The big news here in Boston was the detection of the Asian Longhorned Beetle Independence Day 

weekend.  The beetles had infested six red maples at the Faulkner Hospital in Jamaica Pl ain.  DNA 
testing linked these beetles to the ones found in Worcester, and estimated that these red maples 

had only been infested for two years.  Officials theorize that the beetles were unknowingly 
transported by folks working in Worcester. Since the disc overy, USDA ground surveyors and 

climbers have been searching the new regulated area in Boston: 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/news/ALB%20RegulatedArea%20map.pdf . So far, no other beetles have 
been found, and it appears to have been an isolated incident.  

 
If you are an arborist working in the regulated area, find more information about the Boston 

Processing Site: http://www.mas s.gov/dcr/news/2010/pr10 -8-13.pdf  
 

In Worcester, reforestation efforts began back in Spring 2010. Three hundred trees were planted 
on private property using Federal Stimulus funds.  

  
Other than that, itôs been a very hot and dry summer.  At the Arnold Arboretum, the weather 

station collected 3.5ò of rain in June, and 2.6ò in July.  In this final full week of August, it is raining 
outside my window. Can I get an Amen? ;)  

 
Be well, Jen  

 

 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE:  Scott Knapp, Scott.a.knapp@gmail.com   
 

The New Hampshire Arborist Association Spring Meeting was a great success.  It was held in 
Concord NH at the Grappone Center on March 30th.  It was dominated by a  superb  group of 

speakers that were well -versed in their re spective backgrounds. A special thank you to all who put 
it together!  

  
This fall we have two  exciting events to look forward to, one being the New Hampshire  Arborist 

Association Tree Climbing Competition headed by Scott Knapp and the second being the Fall  Work 
Day headed by Joe Davis.  More information  will be  posted on the NHAA website 

(www.nharborists.org ).  If anyone is interested in helping with either of the events please feel 
free to contact Scott Knapp  via email (above).  

 

Other news around the state: PSNH Vegetation Management partnered with the American Chestnut 
Foundation (ACF) again this year.   There were three chestnut trees identified as candidates for 

pollination in the towns of Hudson, Gilfo rd, and Washington.   Bob Allen, Supervisor of PSNH 
Vegetation Management and  Gary Shelto, Vice President of Asplundh Tree Experts New Hampshire 

Operations coordinated the use of Asplundh bucket trucks to assist in the pollination.   PSNH 
Vegetation Manageme nt Coordinators Bea Hebert, Brian Salas, and Jeff Enman were on site with 

ACF personnel to ensure the process was handled correctly.   The trees will be revisited in the fall to 
harvest the chestnuts.   

 
Have  a great rest of the summer and be safe! ~Scott Kn app

mailto:jennifer_kettell@harvard.edu
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/news/ALB%20RegulatedArea%20map.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/news/2010/pr10-8-13.pdf
mailto:Scott.a.knapp@gmail.com
http://www.nharborists.org/
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RRHH OODD EE  II SSLLAA NN DD ::   T om Morra,  tmorra@newenglandisa.org   
 

RI Rep Ted Robinson has been a little busy recently, so I ôm including a short RI report here in his 
stead é The PNPP is planning to plant about 200 trees this Fall, in at least seven different 

neighbor hoods in Providence. Our overall s pecies count (for the Fall) is down  from almost 30 to 20, 
but we ôre still happy with 2 0é Weôll be back closer to 30 in the Spring when we us e more sources 

and transplant types.  The USDA Volunteer Pest Survey will be taking place in Providen ce at the end 
of August, and thanks to  the city ôs Forestry Division , a bucket tr uck will be employed to assist with  

the inspections.  More info is available at http://www.ritree.org/alb - informational -posters/190 -
usda -volunteer - forest -pest -survey . This summer has been the hottest on record here in RI, and we 

have also had record low rainfall é With all the water bans, it has turned out to be a good year for 
rainbarrels! I am keeping my fingers crossed for more consistent rainfall to close out the season. 

Letôs enjoy  what ôs left of the waning Summer, and I hope to see you all in Plymouth!  

 
-Tom  

 

VERMONT:  Jeff Disorda, jdisorda@velco.com  
 
The summer months here in  Vermont have once again been very favorable for tree growth as well 

as some pests. Hemlock Wooly Adelgid is again on the rise in southern Vermont.  Duane Dickinson 
reported that CVPS vegetation management crews found two new populations in Windham County.  

Deciduous trees seem to have recovered very well from leaf damage caused by late season frosts 
and the white pines are nearly back to their dark green color from the yellow hues they had back in 

late May, caused from a needle blight that was enhanced due to the cool wet weather we had in 
the spring.  

 

The Vermont Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects is celebrating a victory with 
passage of licensing legislation for landscape architects.  

Tree Guide for Vermontôs Communities Goes Online ï Coming soon will be a new online tree 

guide to help Vermont communities select trees. Looking to plant a large tree that is drought and 

salt tolerant with winter interest? Simply select your site requirements and features, and a list will 
be generated for you. Expected release is September at www.vtcommunityforestry.org  

Voluntary Code of Conduct for the sale of invasive plants ï Green industry professionals are 
being asked to sign the Voluntary Code to reduce  the sale of non -native terrestrial plants that have 

been found to be invasive in Vermont, yet are currently legal to sell. The list of plants includes 
Japanese barberry, common barberry, burning bush, Norway maple, Amur maple, and yellow iris, 

including a ll cultivars for these species by March 1, 2011. This voluntary commitment is in 
anticipation that the Agency of Agriculture will add these species to the quarantine rule within the 

next year. Learn more at: www.vtinvasiveplants.org/invaders.php  

Return of the American Elm  

September 24  
Marsh -Billings -Rockefeller National Historic Park, Woodstock, VT  

More details at:
www.vtcommunityforestry.org   

mailto:tmorra@newenglandisa.org
http://www.ritree.org/alb-informational-posters/190-usda-volunteer-forest-pest-survey
http://www.ritree.org/alb-informational-posters/190-usda-volunteer-forest-pest-survey
mailto:jdisorda@velco.com
http://www.vtcommunityforestry.org/
http://www.vtinvasiveplants.org/invaders.php
http://www.vtcommunityforestry.org/
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Long time member of the New England 

Chapter of the International Society of 
Arboriculture, Ellis N. Allen , has written a 

book , Tree Escapades , about some of his 
exploits in the tree care business.  This is 

from his time in high school w orking for his 
grandfather who was tree warden of the 

Town of Medfield through his owning of 
Allen Tree Experts, Inc. with headquarters 

in Medfield, Massachusetts.  Some of these 
exploits are funny now, but were not at the 

time.  
 

This is definitely not an instruction manual 
unless you take it as ñwhat not to doò in 

some circumstances.  It should be read 

with the thought in mind that many safety 
regulations that we take for granted now 

were not in effect at that time.  
 

This book will be available for purchas e at 
the fall meeting of the NE -CISA, with the 

author present to sign books.  These books 
will be for sale at the price of $10.00.  You 

can also purchase books from 
jehupond@verizon.net  

 
 
 

mailto:jehupond@verizon.net
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TREE Fund Update  8/06/2010  

Jeff Carney, NEC - ISA TREE Fund Liaison  
 

The 2010 Stihl Tour des Trees, for the benefit of the TREE Fund was launched from Millennium Park 
in Chicago on Sunday July 18 th, 2010. This yearôs Tour covered 550 miles through suburban and 

rural Illinois and offered a unique slice of life on the eastern fringe of our nationôs heartland. 
 

 
 
Known as ñThe Chicago Loop Tourò, the tour started in Chicago, traveled westward to the 

Mississippi River and Iowa before looping back toward the  Chicago area with a 30 -mile "Ride for 
Research" on July 24 and ending at the 

Morton Arboretum outside Chicago. The 
last day of the Tour and the ñRide for 

Researchò were cancelled, as was the 
International Tree Climbing Competition 

(moved to Sunday), becau se of a large 

severe thunderstorm system moving 
across the nationôs midsection.  The 

storm dropped 6ò-10ò of rain in Chicago 
land, flooded many streets, including the 

entrance to the Morton Arboretum.  
 

Three New England Chapter riders 
participated in this yearôs Stihl Tour des 

Trees: Peter Roy, Lucas Tree Expert 
Company; Paul Sellers, NSTAR; and Jeff 

Carney, National Grid. Peter was a 
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newcomer to the Tour this year and said ñbeing a newbie on the tour I was a little overwhelmed 

the first couple days not kno wing what to expect. It didn't take long to fall in the routine of riding, 
eating, sleeping, and riding some more. I was very impressed with how well organized the tour 

went.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Everything was well thought out from rest stops to shuttling us all out for dinner a couple of nights.  
The riders were my favorite part because I like to socialize while I ride, and we all had something 

in common --  trees and the love of cycling. I now have a little more knowledge about the TREE 
Fund and h ow it all works.  It will be easier next year.ò This was Paulôs second Tour having ridden 

the 2009 Tour with the New England Chapter being the host Chapter. This was my seventh Tour 
and I rode not only as a New England Chapter member, but also as the Chapt erôs TREE Fund 

Liaison, newly elected Chair of the TREE Fund Liaisonôs Committee, and one of the TREE Fundôs 
newest Trustees. To date the New England Chapter riders have collectively raised approximately 

$8000 to benefit the mission of the TREE Fund and th e important research it financially supports 
through its grant program.  This yearôs Tour des Trees has raised $384,791. Itôs not too late to 

sponsor a New England Chapter Rider. Check out the Rider Gallery at: 
http://www.stihltourdestrees.org/event/riders.html  84,791.76 $384,791.76 $384,791.76  

 

http://www.stihltourdestrees.org/event/riders.html
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Having ridden through Moline, Illinois, the home of John Deere and having lunch in Kewanee, 

Illinois (the Pork capital of the US!) one of the highlights of the ride was visiting a remnant osage 
orange tree in Kewanee. Osage orange was planted in the Midwest and maintained as a living fence 

prior to the invention of barbed wire. This tree once stood on a farm in Kewanee prior to the 
highway being  built but was spared during the road construction some years ago. Many of the 

riders who are practicing arborists got a chance to use a motorized ascender to get into the crown 
of the tree, which is under the management of the City Forester.  

 
 

 
 

        To learn more about the 2010 Stihl Tour des Trees and see the full media gallery go to:  
http://www.stihltourdestrees.org/index.html   

 

 

http://www.stihltourdestrees.org/index.html
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 New England TCC  
 
 

 
 
On June 4 at UMass Amherst judges, techs, 

and volunteers began arriving at 8am to set 
up the annual New England Tree Climbing 

Championship. The team was lead by Head 
Judge Rocco Massaro from Mountain Tree 

Service and Head Tech Ed Carpenter. After a 
brief walk around to look at the trees cho sen, 

it was clear that the storm that had passed 
through earlier in the week had damaged 

some of the event trees. The footlock and 

throwline trees were damaged beyond use, so 
two new trees were chosen and the team 

began to set up the trees for the competit ion. 
As the noon time hour approached the trees 

were beginning to transform into an arena 
where talented tree climbers would soon 

showcase their climbing skills.                    

By early afternoon the set -up team was 
running through each event and makin g final 

adjustments to each event to ensure the 
safety of all competitors, judges, techs 

volunteers and spectators. The competitors 
began to arrive, register, go through gear 

inspection, and a walk - through of each event.  

As the afternoon slowly came to an  end, the 
Team migrated to dinner at Rafterôs 

sponsored by Narragansett Brewery and 
Rafterôs. 

 
 

Finally, the day arrived for the annual New 
England Tree Climbing Championship; the 

Team arrived at 5am to set -up for the day. 
The morning started off with a br ief rain 

shower, but we were used to it from past 
years. By 6:30am climbers were checking in 

and getting the event rotation and the skies 
cleared. At 7am the starting horn sounded for 

the  2010 New England Tree Climbing 

Championship.  With 35 competitors i t was 
going to be a long day; the Team knew that 

timing would be critical to keep on schedule 
and complete all preliminary events by 2pm 

in order to start the Masters Challenge at 
2:30pm. As the final numbers were coming 

in, the weather was starting to loo k like years 
past, rain and thunderstorms were moving 

into the area. The Masterôs Challenge 
competitors were now determined from the 

results of the preliminaries:  

  

Womenôs:  Marcy Gladdys, Melissa LeVangie and Bear Scovil 

Menôs: Justin Donahue, Kyle McCabe, Moris Duarte and Jonathan Royce  
 

The schedule was still on track with a quick walk - through of the Masters tree; the competitors drew 
the starting order and had one last gear inspection. The rain and storms that were all around us in 

the afternoon soon landed upon us after a few climbers had completed the Masters Challenge. One 
climber was  in the tree as the rain shower slowly grew.  As he made his way to the ground, 

thunder could be heard off in the distance. The climber finished without incident. As t he next 

competitor was setting up his gear the thunder and wind were on top of the event with heavy rain 
and lighting. The event was delayed for about an hour. The Team met with the remaining 

competitors and discussed their options. As a result of the meet ing and a few emails to Roger Hill 
at www. weatheringheights.com  the Team decided to continue.  

 
 

New England Champs, 
 Marcy Gladdys and Moris Duarte 

http://www.weatheringheights.com/
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The weatherman told us that we would have about a 3 -hour window to complete the rest of the 
event. With another storm off to the west and 3 hours away, the fin al 4 competitors we ready to 

start. The first of the final 4 competitors began his climb at 5pm. By 6:30 pm the final competitor 
was in the tree. The clouds were now within sight and the sun was slowly fading behind her. As the 

final climber returned to th e ground the showers began. The Team now was in a race with Mother 
Nature to clean up and make its way to the awards at Rafterôs.  Another New England Tree 

Climbing Championship was in the records books.   
 

As everyone celebrated a great weekend at Rafterôs, the scoring team was in a corner of the room 

staying dry and totaling the scores to determine the Master Challenge winners.  Without further 
ado, the winners of the 2010 New England Tree Climbing Championship that will travel to the 

International Tree C limbing Competition at the Morton Arboretum in Chicago will beé Marcy 
Gladdys and Moris Duarte!  

 
I would like to congratulate the winners and all competitors for a great day and a job well done. I 

would also like to thank my Team for another fantastic New England Tree Climbing Championship.  
It could not be done without the hard work and long days put forth by each and every one of you. I 

look forward to seeing all of you back next year wherever it may be in New England. Thanks to all 
the sponsors that made  the event happen.  Please go to www.NECISA.org  for a complete list of the 

sponsors. Also, special thanks to Roger Hill our ñweather guyò at www.weatheringheights.com  and 
finally thanks to Dennis Ryan for hosting the event and taking care of the onsite logistics.  

 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Bill Conn, TCC Chairman  

  

http://www.necisa.org/
http://www.weatheringheights.com/
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Careers in Arboriculture  
 

Sue Pfeiffer is a horticulturist at the Arnold Arboretum, Chapter Member, and one of two 

scholarship recipients for the 2009 Womenôs Tree Climbing Workshop.  Winners were chosen based 
on three criteria: financial need, ISA membership, and essay quality. Many thanks to Melinda Jones  

who generously sponsored two participants.  Below, Ms. Pfeifferôs slightly expanded scholarship 
essay.   

*  *  *  
I attended the Niagara Parks Commission School of Horticulture (NPC SOH), a 3 -year 

comprehensive horticulture program with both an academic curriculum and a hands -on practical 
training program.  As part of the course, in the final year, students are required to participate in a 

one -week practical climbing class where we learnt the basics of tree climbing.  
I first became interested in tree climbing while at school studying 

horticulture when a third -year student  informed me of a tree climbing 
competition being held that weekend.  I decided to go, not knowing what 

to expect and was completely blown away by what I saw: an arborist, 

using the largest slingshot I had ever seen, managed (in one shot) to   get 
his throw  ball in the highest crotch of a large oak, and within minutes he 

was up in the tree swinging from branch to branch.  I was amazed and 
kept watching climber after climber ascend into the tree, moving 

gracefully from one side to another working his way all around the tree.  
Once all the climbers had finished an event, I waited for the next event to 

begin.  I watched a climber approach the tree; he was smaller than the 
other climbers but did not struggle with his gear.  I looked closer, he had 

glasses.  He wa s the first climber I had seen all day who wore glasses.  He 
was small and wore glasses!  Iôm small and wear glasses!  I waited for the 

event to begin, and as the climberôs name was announced, I was taken 
aback -  did I hear right?  Is that a woman?  I move d closer to get a better look and sure enough it 

was a woman!  Eager to watch her climb, I moved even closer and watched her footlock her way 
up the tree and move around just as freely as the men.  Once she was done, four other female 

climbers followed.  F or the rest of the afternoon, I followed these five women from event to event 

watching them complete each category.  By the end of the day, I was convinced that if the small 
female climber with glasses could do it, so could I.  I purchased a red climbing h elmet that day, as 

the first step towards being an arborist.  
Following graduation from NPC SOH, I was eager to continue climbing and to improve my climbing 

skills.  I was hired by Maple Hill Tree Services just outside of Toronto where I started out doing t he 
typically grounds work: hauling brush, chipping, site clean -up and filling the chainsaws with fuel 

and oil.  After a few weeks, it was my turn to start climbing ï I began in the smaller trees 
removing dead wood, thinning and clearance pruning . Before I knew it, I was in the rotation among 

the other climbers ï and eventually even using a chainsaw in a tree!  
*  *  *  

The Womenôs Tree Climbing Workshop gave me the opportunity to meet other women climbers in 
the industry and created a comfortable environment fo r me to improve my skills. I was able to 

work one -on-one with Marcy Gladdys, an experienced arborist (and the 2009/2010 NE - ISA tree 
climbing champion), who helped me improve my footlocking technique.  

 

Overall it was a rewarding experience, full of fun, le arning, and meeting climbers of all skill levels, 
but most of all it was the camaraderie that developed by the end of the day.  I encourage anybody 

(including those not in the field) to take advantage of this unique opportunity.  
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The 2 nd  Womenôs Tree Climbing Workshop (Level 2)  

will be held at the  

Wakefield Estate in Milton, MA on October 2/3 2010  

For details or to register, please visit 
http://www.newenglandisa.org/workshops.html  

 

 
Photo courtesy of Julie McIntosh Shapiro  

http://www.newenglandisa.org/workshops.html
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The 44 th  New England ï ISA Annual Conference  

October 24 ï 26, 2010  

 Radisson Hotel Plymouth Harbor  

180 Water Street Plymouth, MA 02360   

508 -747 -4900  
 
 

 Head - to -Head Footlock Competition awarding cash prizes  
 Masters Challen ge Invitational where winners will compete in the North American Tree 

Climbing Competition in February 2011 in Savannah, Georgia  
 Great Educational Speakers  including Peter Del Tredici, Mike Furgal, Matt Foti, Ed Carpenter 

and more!  
 

Check the Chapter webs ite for more details: 
http://www.newenglandisa.org/annual_conference.html  

 
Please note: Deadline is September 23 rd  for reduced hotel room rate of $119.00 + tax.  

Reserve your room now by c alling the reservation desk at 508 - 747 - 4900 between the 
hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.  

 

 
 

 
 

Plymouth Master Challenge  
~Greg Lukos  

 
Every year the NEC - ISA Chapter holds its tree climbing competition (TCC).  These competitions are 

made up of safety -oriented tasks and practices that allow tree working professionals to win prizes 
for outstanding abilities and performance. Each regionally based competition sends a winner to the 

grand finale, known as the ITCC (Internationa l Tree Climbing Competition) that is held in a 
different part of the world each year.  

 
In addition to this past summerôs NEC-TCC, this year the New England Chapter will hold a ñbest of 

the bestò Master Challenge competition comprised of 10 men and 6 women who earned the right to 
compete by finishing in the top ten of our New England Final held in June at UMASS campus. Those 

finalists also include 3 past champions who will face off in Plymouth MA in the NEC - ISA Tree 

Climbing Qualifier On Sunday October 24 th  in a new ñMaster Challenge Format.ò  Additionally, the 
chapter will hold its first ever Head - to -Head Footlock competition that very same day.  

 The Plymouth Master Challenge winners (one man and one woman) will advance and represent 
the Chapter in Savannah , Georgia at the North American Tree Climbing Conference in February 

2011. Check the NEC -ISA website for more detailsé  
 

 
 

 

http://www.newenglandisa.org/annual_conference.html
http://itcc.isa-arbor.com/
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