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PROTECT YOUR OAKS 
Avoid Spreading Oak Wilt – Prune in Fall & Winter 
A Message from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
 

Oak wilt is a serious fungal disease that kills 

thousands of oaks in the United States each 

year.  There is no known treatment, so limiting 

exposure to the fungus is key to keeping it 

from spreading. [The disease has not yet been 

detected in New England, but it is currently in 

neighboring New York.]  
 

One way oak wilt spreads is when fungal 

spores hitch rides on insects. Sap beetles, one 

of the main culprits, are extremely attracted to 

fresh tree wounds and to the sweet smell 

given off by oak wilt spore mats growing under the bark of diseased trees. Pruning healthy 

oaks during the growing season greatly increases the chances of insects infecting them with 

oak wilt. 
 

Benefits of Pruning in the Fall & Winter 
 

 Diseases are rarely spread during this 

time, since insects and fungus are 

inactive. 

 A tree’s branch pattern and damaged 

limbs are easier to see without 

leaves. 

 Leafless cut branches are lighter and 

easier to carry. 

 Nearby plants are less likely to be 

damaged by falling branches and 

trampling. 

 Removing weak and damaged branches 

before heavy snowfall reduces 

additional breakage. 

 Trees pruned in the fall/winter respond 

more vigorously in the spring, putting 

out new growth. 
 

For questions, email the DEC Forest Health office foresthealth@dec.ny.gov or call the Forest 
Health Information Line 1-866-640-0652.  
 

For more information, visit the DEC Oak Wilt page: www.dec.ny.gov/lands/46919.html.  

 IN THE NEWS 
PROTECT YOUR OAKS 1 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2 

MATURE TREES & LANDSCAPE 
PRESERVATION WORKSHOP– RECAP 

4 

SAFETY FIRST! FALLS & FALLING HAZARDS 6-8 

COR CORNER 10 

STATE REPORTS 12-15 

ESSEX TECH (ESSEX AGGIE) UPDATE 17 

BRISTOL AGGIE UPDATE 19 

TREE FUND UPDATE 20 

2017 NEC OFFICERS 22 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN NEW ENGLAND 23 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ISA EXAMS   24 

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER  
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

SPRING 2017 
 
 

 
 

Leaf discoloration caused by oak wilt 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:foresthealth@dec.ny.gov
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/46919.html


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER  SPRING  2 01 7  

: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
2 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

By Fred Perry 

With the clocks sprung forward, another record-setting winter will be in the 
books. The 2nd warmest February on record for the U.S. and the first 
February tornado in Massachusetts are a couple of examples from the winter 
of 2016/2017.   

 
Here in New England they say, “if you don’t like the weather, wait a day.” 
This statement seems to be more truthful every year. Large swings in the 

weather and temperature are 
becoming a normal 
occurrence. The fronts that 
bring these drastic changes often come with high winds, 

hence the February tornado in Massachusetts.  
 
The OSHA definition of high wind is, “A wind of such 

velocity that one or more of the following hazards would 
be present: 
1. The wind could blow an employee from an elevated 
location. 
2. The wind could cause an employee or equipment 

handling material to lose control of the material, or 

3. The wind would expose an employee to other hazards 

not controlled by the standard involved.” 

The definition of high wind according to OSHA is, “winds 
exceeding 64.4 kilometers per hour (40 miles per hour) 

or 48.3 kilometers per hour (30 miles per hour) if the 
work involves material handling… unless the employer 
takes precautions to protect employees from the 
hazardous effects of the wind.” 

 
When you survey a worksite for hazards, are weather 
conditions like wind included in your survey? This is 

something that should be taken into consideration. 
 
Moving forward, Arbor Day is fast approaching and there 
are many local events throughout New England. These 
events are a perfect way to interact with the public and 
promote arboriculture. NEC-ISA does offer Arbor Day 

grants to towns and organizations. If you are involved in 
organizing an event for Arbor Day keep this in mind and 
check out the NEC-ISA website. 
 
Also coming up is the New England ISA Master’s 
Challenge Invitational Tree Climbing Championship. 
Come out to Capron Park and Zoo in Attleboro, 

Massachusetts, on June 3rd to see New England’s best 
climbers compete to represent the New England Chapter 
at the North American TCC in Salt Lake City, Utah. There 
will be a kid’s climb offered as well. 
 
I would like to close with the exciting news that the New 
England Chapter ISA won the bid to host the 2018 North 

American Tree Climbing Competition. Mark your 
calendars! The event will be held on September 26-30, 
2018 at Roger Williams Park in Providence, Rhode 
Island. Be safe and happy spring. 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER  SPRING  2 01 7  

: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
3 

 

 
David C. Hawkins, Consulting Arborist 
Certified Arborist for over 35 years 

 Tree and Landscape Appraisals 

 Expert Witness Services 

 Arboriculture Educational Programs 

 Tree Risk Assessments 

 Street Tree Inventories   

 Ornamental and Shade Tree Maintenance 
CERTIFICATIONS 

 MCA # 1425· RI Licensed Arborist # 696  

 ISA # NE-0541-B (Board Cert. Master Arborist)  

 American Society of Consulting Arborists Member  

 Mass. Tree Warden’s and Foresters Assn. Exec. 
Board 

 Tree Care Industry Association CTSP #959 
EDUCATION 

 Stockbridge School of Agriculture - AS  1980 – 
Arboriculture & Landscape Operations  

 University of Massachusetts - BS  1988 – Urban 
Forestry 

 State University of NY-Syracuse - MS  1994 – 
Forest Resource Management/Urban Forestry 

154 Buffam Road, Pelham, Massachusetts, 01002 

(413) 253-4266 office/fax · (413) 237-5106 mobile 

· email: dhawkufs@comcast.net · 

www.ufstrees.com 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:dhawkufs@comcast.net
http://www.ufstrees.com/


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER  SPRING  2 01 7  

: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
4 

MATURE TREES & LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION WORKSHOP 
Pictures provided by Jonathan Webb 

 
On Thursday, March 23, 2017, sixty-eight New 
England arborists gathered to learn about how Mount 

Auburn Cemetery maintains the majestic trees and 
landscape at the historic cemetery. The workshop 
was just $20 for New England Chapter members and 
participants earned CEUs and a pesticide credit.  
 
The crisp, spring day began bright and early with a 
walking tour of the collections led by the cemetery’s 

Visitor Service Assistant, Jim Gorman. Following the 
tour, participants gathered in the chapel for hot 
coffee and an introduction to Mount Auburn from 
President and CEO, Dave Barnett. Dave discussed 

stewardship goals for the tree collection within this 
National Historic Landmark. He noted that there are 
often difficult decisions that need to be made when prioritizing care of noteworthy tree specimens. 

 
Next, Paul Walker, Superintendent of Grounds, discussed challenges that an active cemetery faces 
when it comes to maintenance. He explained that the 5,000 trees in the collection require constant 
attention including pruning, plant healthcare, removals, new plantings, record keeping, and compost 
productions. 
 

Following a brief break, Ken Gooch, Forest Health Program Manager for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, gave a Forest Health Update. He included the latest on insects and diseases impacting 
the condition of trees and forests. 
 
Candace Currie, Director of Planning and Cemetery Development at Mount Auburn Cemetery, followed 
Ken and discussed climate change as it relates to the cemetery. Mount Auburn Cemetery’s carbon 

footprint in 2011 was about 1,100 metric tons of carbon dioxide (CO2). Candace discussed what that 

means and how it relates to Renewable Energy Certificates, carbon sinks, carbon sequestration, and 
being an arboretum of 5,000-plus trees on 175 acres.  
 
The last presenter for the indoor portion of the workshop was Wildlife Conservation & Sustainability 
Manager, Paul Kwiatkowski. Paul talked about the cemetery’s volunteer program, which is designed to 
collect observational data on ten woody species relating to bud break, leaf out, flowering, fall color 
change, leaf drop, and fruit and seed availability. The collected data will help to inform us as to 

whether flower and leaf 
emergence is occurring 
earlier, and to 
determine if the insects 
that are attracted to the 
emergent flowers and 

leaves are available to 
the spring migratory 

birds as they travel to 
their northern 
destinations.  
 
The half-day workshop 

concluded with a second 
walking tour lead by 
Dennis Collins, 
Horticulture Curator and 
Jim Gorman, Visitor 
Service Assistant. 

Paul Walker discusses challenges face by the cemetery 

Jim Gorman leads an early-morning tour 
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SAFETY FIRST! Tree Care Work: Preventing Falls and Falling Object Hazards 

This article is adapted from an OSHA Hazard Bulletin. The original is available at: 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHAHB3731.html. This Hazard Bulletin focuses on the 

hazards from falls and falling objects which can result in serious injuries or death.  
 
Falls and injuries from falling objects represent a significant 
portion of injuries and fatalities that OSHA investigates in the 
tree care industry. In 2016, TCIA reported on “Trends in Tree 

Care Incidents (2015),” and they identified 48 occupational 

incidents caused by falls, of which 33 were fatal. They also 
identified 64 struck-by incidents (43 fatal), most of which were 
caused by falling objects. This is an area where we can continue 
to improve. 
 

Before beginning any tree care operation, employers need to: 

 Assess the work site for fall and falling object 

hazards. Assess the sloped ground where ladders or 

equipment will be used to prevent falls from equipment 

overturns and ladder slippage, nearby overhead objects or structures, and weather-related 

hazards. 

 Have a qualified arborist survey the worksite and identify the types of trees involved and 

possible hazards related to tree structure. The qualified arborist would identify fall hazards 

and falling object hazards due to tree condition. The American National Standard Institute's (ANSI) 

Z133 consensus standard on tree care work defines "qualified arborist." 

 Determine if rigging is necessary and, if so, that workers can use it safely. This 

determination helps prevent sections of the tree from falling while performing tree care work. 

 Determine if workers will need to climb or use aerial lifts. In making this determination, 

ensure that: 

o Ladders are: 

o Well maintained and not defective, such as having missing or broken parts; 

o Kept at least 10 feet away from power lines and other electric equipment. For lines and 

equipment over 50 kV, the distance should be 10 feet plus 4 inches for every 10 kV over 50 

kV.† 

o Inspected before each use; remove damaged or defective ladders; 

o Secured to avoid slippage; and 

o Used according to the manufacturer's instructions. 

o Aerial lifts are: 

o Maintained and set up properly for use; 

o Used according to the manufacturer's instructions; 

o Not used as cranes to lift or hoist tree parts or material unless designed for that purpose; 

o Only used with fall protection equipment including tie-off; and 

o Kept at least 10 feet away from power lines and other electric equipment. For lines and 

equipment over 50 kV, the distance should be 10 feet plus 4 inches for every 10 kV over 50 

kV.† 

o Workers who climb trees are trained on: 

o Climbing techniques; 

o Using climbing spurs with gaffs that are compatible with the tree they will climb; 

o Using a second means of fall protection such as a work-positioning lanyard or a second 

climbing line, in addition to using an arborist climbing line; 

o Lifting and lowering hand tools and equipment; and 

o Carrying only hand tools and equipment that are necessary for climbing. 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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 Identify and provide without cost properly fitting 

personal protective equipment to protect workers from 

falls and overhead falling object hazards, and ensure 

that the workers use the equipment and are trained in 

its proper use. 

 Only use climbing equipment approved by the 

manufacturer for tree care work, including climbing 

lines, safety lines, personal fall protection equipment, 

and inspect all equipment for safe operation before 

starting work. Remove damaged, defective, or worn 

equipment from service. 

 Ensure that all workers at a tree care operation are 

trained in hazard recognition for falls from elevation 

and falling object hazards, and the use of personal 

protective equipment, such as hard hats, to protect against injury from overhead falling 

objects. 

 If workers cannot remain at least 10 feet from electric lines to perform tree care 

operations, contact the utility company to de-energize and ground the lines. † 

 Take the following steps to protect workers from falling object hazards: (1) Establish and 

mark drop zones with equipment, such as cones, where there is a hazard of objects falling; (2) 

ensure that all workers receive training on procedures for entering the drop zone; (3) ensure that 

ground workers maintain a distance away from the tree-felling operations that is at least two times 

the height of the tree; and (4) when using a rope to fell a tree, workers must be at a distance of at 

least one-and-a-half times the height of the tree being felled. 

 Establish a visual or audible communication system between overhead workers and 

workers on the ground before starting rigging operations for piecing out the tree. The 

system must effectively communicate when employees who are beneath overhead tree workers 

should stand clear of the drop zone, and when it is safe to approach a drop zone. A worker trained 

in emergency procedures needs to be within visual or voice communication with the worker 

climbing and working in a tree above 12 feet in height. 

 Provide traffic and pedestrian traffic control around the jobsite prior to the start of the 

tree care operation. 

 Have emergency procedures in place prior to the start of the tree care 

operation. Determine if the worksite location has cellular telephone coverage and verify that 

every worker knows the address of the worksite in case they 

need to summon emergency services to the site. Establish a 

retreat path for ground workers so they can escape from 

falling trees. 

Additional Resources  

OSHA's webpage on the Tree Care Industry, 
at www.osha.gov/treecare, provides many resources on OSHA 
standards, hazard recognition, safety and health programs, 
and additional resources. 

Help for Employers 

OSHA's On-site Consultation Program offers free and 
confidential advice to small businesses with fewer than 250 
workers at a site (and no more than 500 employees 
nationwide). This program provides free on-site compliance 

assistance to help employers identify and correct job hazards as well as improve injury and illness  
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prevention programs. On-site consultation services are separate from enforcement and do not result 

in penalties or citations. To locate the OSHA consultation office nearest you, visit www.osha.gov or call 
1-800-321-OSHA (6742). 
OSHA has compliance assistance specialists throughout the nation located in most OSHA offices. 

Compliance assistance specialists can provide information to employers and workers about OSHA 
standards, short educational programs on specific hazards or OSHA rights and responsibilities, and 
information on additional compliance assistance resources. Contact your local OSHA office for more 
information by calling 1-800-321-OSHA (6742) or visit OSHA's website at www.osha.gov. 

Contact OSHA 

This bulletin is not a standard or regulation, and it creates no new legal obligations. It contains 
recommendations as well as descriptions of mandatory safety and health standards. The 
recommendations are advisory in nature, informational in content, and are intended to assist 

employers in providing a safe and healthful workplace. The Occupational Safety and Health 
Act requires employers to comply with safety and health standards and regulations promulgated by 
OSHA or by a state with an OSHA-approved state plan. In addition, the Act's General Duty Clause, 

Section 5(a)(1), requires employers to provide their employees with a workplace free from recognized 
hazards likely to cause death or serious physical harm. 

† This guidance is intended  as a general warning for all tree care workers. In situations where employees  other than qualified workers, as defined 
in 29 CFR 1910.269(a)(1)(i)(E)(1), are clearing trees and brush around electrical lines, minimum approach distances are given in 29 CFR 
1910.269(r)(1). For further information see the Electric Power eTool: www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/electric_power/overheadlinework_lineclearance.html. 
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CoR Corner 
CoR Representative: Anne-Marie Moran, anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  

 

One of the roles of the Council of Representatives is to elect two 

ISA Board members. The Council’s election process closed on 

January 31, 2017. The results of this election are a new ISA Board 

member, Cecil Konijnendijk, and a returning Board member, Anne 

Beard. They will officially begin their three-year terms at the 2017 

Annual Conference and Tradeshow in Washington D.C this coming 

summer! 

 

A general membership election to fill two other 

seats on the ISA Board of Directors will begin 

on April 15, 2017 and be open through May 30, 

2017. ISA member voting will be available by 

electronic means only. ISA staff will email a link 

to the voting ballot to all ISA members who 

purchased their memberships by March 31, 

2017. Watch your inbox for your chance to 

vote, and have a voice in this important 

decision to determine who will help lead our 

Society. 

 

The ISA’s “Member get a Member Program” is going 

strong right through to May 31st. Encourage your 

fellow arborists to join ISA. When anyone you refer 

joins ISA as a Professional Member, you will earn 

rewards from ISA! Learn more at: www.ISA-

Arbor.com 

 

 

I will again be attending the Council of Representatives annual meeting just prior to the 

start of the ISA Annual Conference in D.C. The group is planning an agenda which will 

include talks on fundraising strategies and component involvement in research. They have 

asked us what else we would like to learn about, and as chair of our “volunteerism 

committee”, I’ve requested there be some discussion around volunteer engagement and/or 

reward programs. Hopefully it’ll be one of the topics chosen for group discussion. If not, I 

still plan to inquire with other component reps to see who’s doing what out there….. If you 

have a topic or some pressing question that you’d like me to bring to the Council and 

subsequently to the ISA 

Board, please don’t hesitate 

to reach out to me at any 

time, and let me know what 

it is. We have our next CoR 

conference call on April 11th 

and I can address your 

concerns with the Council at 

that time!! 

 

Here’s to an early spring, and hopefully a beautiful summer season! 
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STATE REPORTS & NEWS 
 
 

   MASSACHUSETTS: Jonathan Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org 

Many of us have been enjoying 

the record high temperatures of 

February. Although it is a 

pleasure to work outdoors in 

such weather, for some it is a 

serious concern. The sudden 

drop to the teens and single 

digits in some parts of the state 

in early March have fruit tree 

farmers worried about a 

significant loss of crops. 

Horticulturists and arborists 

brace for possible damage to ornamental fruit trees. Fruit trees along with many others lose 

their hardiness during extended periods of above-normal temperatures. Substantial drops 
below the 20s will most likely have an impact come spring. Like many of the Prunus species 

with limb dieback last year, it may be déjà vu all over again. 

 

Early spring is a time to begin gearing up for the pest and insect battles. Mild winters are 

not in our favor when it comes to hemlock adelgid, winter moth and now the gypsy moth.  

According to Dr. Stanley R. Swier, Extension Specialist Emeritus, Entomology, “Occasionally, 

weather affects gypsy moth. Prolonged, extreme cold (-26F) will kill most egg masses. Wet, 

cold springs are detrimental to larvae. Drought (May through early July) limits the ability of 

the fungus to kill the larvae.” 

 

 We have a lot to keep our eyes out for, but after all, we’re New Englanders. Bring it on!! 
 

 
 
 

MAINE: Jon Hanisko jhanisko@lucastree.com 
 

As the temps begin to more 

consistently hit the 50’s, we all 

begin to focus our efforts on 

servicing our plant health 

equipment, checking the reels 

and hoses, and planning our 

attack for the upcoming spring 

season. 

      

It has been another relatively 

mild winter for the Southern 

Maine Region and other than a 

few back-to-back storms, not a 

tremendous amount of snow. As 
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things shape up for perhaps another dry spring, there a few insects that have climbed back 

into the mix and others that continue to grow. 

      

Browntail moth should prove to be a challenge this season. With all the local companies 

already booked for the spring, calls continue to pour in to get on schedules. The sequential 

dry springs have allowed the population to soar back to that of a decade ago. 

    

The winter moth has been on a steady rise, causing driving at night in the early winter to be 

like driving in a snow storm with all the moths out. Oak decline is becoming more and more 

apparent in concentrated areas and is beginning to spread outwards. 

   

Still no sign of EAB or ALB, but the state continues to monitor with pheromone traps 

throughout Southern Maine. I am not sure why or how EAB has not been detected yet, but I 

am hoping this trend continues. 

 

The synthetic pesticide debate continues to intensify at the local level. It is important that 

we are all being responsible applicators out in the field, by practicing IPM and utilizing Best 

Management Practices. 

 
     
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Lucas Beane lbeane@lucastree.com 

As most of you are aware, emerald ash borer was discovered in NH in the Concord area in 

2013 and has been popping up in more and more New Hampshire towns ever since. Most 

recently in 2017, known infestations were identified in the towns of Deerfield, Hill, Gilford, 

and Laconia. Emerald ash borer is certainly spreading throughout New England and 

destroying our ash trees at a rapid pace. Whether you live, work, or visit New Hampshire 

there are a few simple steps you can take to slow the spread of this invasive insect. 

 

Your first line of defense is knowing what emerald ash borer is. Make sure you can identify 

the insect, as well as the symptoms of an infestation.  A great resource for all damaging 

insects and diseases that threaten NH forests can be found at https://nhbugs.org/. 

 

 
 

Stay current on the established quarantine zones in New Hampshire and what restrictions 

exist on moving nursery stock and wood materials. The current quarantine includes all of 

Belknap, Hillsborough, Merrimack, and Rockingham counties, but the quarantine area is 

likely to increase in size as time goes on and EAB spreads in the state.  

 

Leave your camp wood at home. Studies have shown that the spread of non-native insects 

can be drastically increased by the movement of firewood throughout the United States. 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
https://nhbugs.org/


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER  SPRING  2 01 7  

: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
14 

New Hampshire, and many other states, have restrictions on the moment of firewood into 

and throughout the state. Some campgrounds and state forests have even more strict 

restrictions beyond that. One of the simplest ways we can slow the spread of EAB and other 

pests and simply by leaving our camp wood at home and purchasing local wood when we 

arrive at our destination. Why not? It makes packing that much easier and is the 

responsible thing to do.  

 
I hope everyone is looking forward to and enjoys the upcoming spring season and has the 

time to visit some of New Hampshire’s beautiful forests. Talk to you in the summer edition! 

 

   Rhode Island: Jason Vickers gardnr1@gmail.com 

The drought conditions here in Rhode Island are moderate across the entire region.  

The URI Extension Center will be conducting an Invasive 

Plant Management Re-Certification session on Thursday 

August 25th from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. Book soon if you 

are interested, the classes fill quickly. The Certification 

class in July is full. Visit www.uri.edu for more 

information. 

Heather Faubert, with the URI Extension, is planning a 

tree trunk insecticide application trial for gypsy moths 

this spring and hopes to have a RINLA sponsored twilight 

meeting to share results in July. All dates are TBD at this 

point but if you are interested in the trial or the meeting 

you can direct any questions my way via email.  

The Rhode Island Tree Council will be holding a handful 

of the Tree Stewards Education Course. Dates are evenings May 9th, 11th, and 18th, from 

6:30 PM to 8:00 PM and a Saturday workshop May 20th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

Register online at www.ritree.org or call 401-764-5885 if you prefer to register by phone. 

The Environment Council of Rhode Island reports that bill S0112, Renewable Energy Growth 

Program Extension, introduced on February 3rd of this year will be heard in front of the 

Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture on March 22, 2017. This act would 

establish a fee on companies that sell fossil fuels in Rhode Island, paid at the point of sale 

within the state for consumption or distribution within the state. It would also establish a 

"Clean Energy and Jobs Fund" to disburse the collected funds. The funds would be disbursed 

through rebates to all residents and businesses in the state as well as allocated to climate 

resilience, energy efficiency, energy conservation, and renewable energy programs that 

benefit Rhode Islanders, particularly low income residential properties and small business 

properties. For a full description of the bill visit www.environmentcouncilri.org.   
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The Arboretum at Blithewold Mansion will be holding a series of walks to celebrate their 

prized collection of trees. A walk, titled "Highlights of the Collection," will be on April 23rd 

with Gary Koller. Another, titled "Flowering Trees," will be held on May 21st with Fred Perry. 

Visit www.blithewold.org to purchase tickets. 

The Providence Forestry Division is planning a comprehensive street tree inventory of 

approximately 25,000 trees during summer 2017. Over 100 volunteers will be trained by 

the City Forester to locate, measure, and identify trees and record them using an app 

installed on smart phones. The last street tree inventory was conducted in 2006. The City 

Forester will also be contracting for a new urban tree canopy (UTC) study utilizing new 

flyover imagery analyzed with GIS mapping. The last UTC study was conducted in 2007, 

which determined 23% canopy cover in Providence. 

There will be an Arbor Day Ceremony hosted by the City of Providence, RI Tree Council, and 

RI Dept. of Environmental Management on Arbor Day, Friday, April 28th at Mt. Pleasant High 

School. Students will help plant 20 trees for the high school grounds. 

There will be a RI arborist exam given at the DEM downtown office on or about the last 

Friday of June. The exam is given on or around the last Friday of January, March, June and 

October.  

Be well and enjoy your surroundings! 

 

 

 VERMONT: Kevin Shrader  bandkshr@comcast.net 

It is a good time to think about gearing up for spring. 

There are a few things on my checklist that you might 

want to consider: CDL driver’s license is valid and your 

medical card is up to date; spray license is current; 

vehicle and liability insurance policies still meet your 

needs, and documents in your vehicles are in order. 

Definitely a different type of spring cleaning! 

 

A reminder for all arborists to take advantage of the 

opportunities and to get involved in Arbor Day in your 

community. What other job has its own day? The 

Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program is 

hosting its 2nd Annual Arbor Day Conference on 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 at the Vermont College of Fine 

Arts in Montpelier. “The conference is open to all and is intended to support urban tree care 

professionals, municipal staff, tree wardens, citizens, and anyone else caring for canopy at 

the local level.” ISA credits will be available for some sessions. Check out the website at 

http://vtcommunityforestry.org/celebrate/arbor-day. The website also has great information 

and resources for supporting local Arbor Day activities. 

 

The annual Vermont Forest Health Information Meeting is scheduled this year for 

Wednesday, April 19th. It will once again be held at Woodstock Union High School. Check 

out the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation Forest Health page at 

http://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/forest_health/current_health for more information.  
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New England Chapter ISA 
Master’s Challenge 

Invitational 
Join us on June 3

rd
 to 

watch the best climbers 
in New England compete 
to represent the Chapter 
at the North American  
Climbing Competition in  
Salt Lake City, Utah in  
October ’17. 
 

Come out to Capron  
Park and Zoo in  
Attleboro, MA. The comp 
runs 7AM – 5PM and 
is open to the public.  
The New England  
Chapter will be hosting 
a kid’s climb from 10am- 
1pm.  
 

Don’t miss this  
opportunity to see some 
great climbing! 
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ESSEX TECH UPDATE 
By Essex Tech Junior Arboriculture 

Here at Essex Tech (formally Essex Aggie) the students in the 

Arboriculture Program have been steadily working on new skills. 

It is the goal of the Arbor Program to produce effective working 

arborists, with the passion and skills needed to succeed in the 

field or in further education. While the students are in shop, they 

learn skills in two different settings - first in the classroom, then 

out in the field. The students also have the opportunity to 

collaborate between classes as two grade levels work on different 

skills at the same work site. This allows students to experience 

working in different positions on a crew. Three memorable 

projects this year have been: 

 
Lynnfield High School - Planting 

This project had students planting 15 12’-15’ conifers. The 

sophomores and seniors met with the town moderator and 

discussed the town’s needs. They performed a site analysis and 

selected suitable plant material at the nursery. The students then 

placed the trees, dug the holes with a mini excavator, and planted 

them to the A-300 Planting Standards.  
 

Habitat for Humanity - Removals 

The program had the great opportunity to work with Habitat for Humanity. For this project, 

students were given the chance to work in a more urban area. The junior class worked on 

rigging a maple tree down in close proximity to a busy sidewalk and road. They learned the 

importance of traffic/crowd control and using a GRCS. The senior class had to spike, rig, and 

remove two large hemlocks that were overhanging a house.  

 

Endicott Park - Pruning/Removals 

An exciting development in our shop is the use of Endicott Park as a 

learning lab. This allows us to work on skills and practice techniques 

that we don’t have the trees for on campus. The sophomores are 

crown cleaning and crown raising pin oaks. The juniors are removing 

a large ash, rigging and lowering everything. The seniors are 

coaching the sophomores through their climbing troubles as well as 

making necessary chainsaw cuts for them in the trees. The seniors 

are also working on how to set up a job site: where to position the 

truck and chipper, how to cone and sign the work area, and how to 

conduct a daily safety 

briefing before work starts.  

 

The Essex Tech Arboriculture program is 

extremely fortunate to have these collaborative 

off-site learning labs. The skills practiced and 

refined in a real world environment help to create 

capable working arborists. These practiced skills 

not only help our students, but they also benefit 

our local environment and communities. It has 

given half of the seniors the confidence and skills 

to go out on CO-OP job placements.  

Junior chunking an oak down 

Seniors and sophomores 
pruning pin oaks 

 

Juniors rigging silver maple limb 

Senior monitoring planting depth for a 
sophomore. 
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BRISTOL AGGIE UPDATE  
By Seth Cook.  Pictures provided by Seth Cook 

The Arboriculture department is rolling along at full speed. 

While the freshmen are introduced to the art and science of 

pruning trees, the sophomores are getting trained in the 

science of tree biology and tree identification. The upper-

classmen are busy around campus preparing portfolios and 

learning how to operate the school’s bucket truck. 

 
Upcoming Arbor Events: 

 Last summer Bristol Aggie ran its first ever Summer 

Academy. We ran a tree 

climbing experience for young 

students called Climb On! Last 

year was such a success that 

we have decided to run it 

again. If you have (or know of) 

a young student who would 

like to learn some tree 

climbing, register them for a 

very exciting week-long experience.  

 The FFA Arbor Skills event is coming up and the Aggie 

will be sending a team to complete. Historically we have done 

very well at this competition so we are hoping for continued 

success.  

 All Arbor majors will have the opportunity to participate 

in our annual Arbor Day work day on campus. 

 All Arbor majors will have the opportunity to compete in 

the upcoming Tree Climbing Jamboree. Our jamboree is a 

scaled down ISA tree climbing competition held on campus for our students to showcase 

acquired skills. 

Students will 

compete to win 

prizes in the Work 

Climb, Speed Climb, 

Footlock and 

throwline events.  

As students, we are 

always searching for 

more sources of 

information to help 

expand our 

educational and 

social horizons. If 

you are at all 

interested in helping 
our department reach new heights, contact Seth Cook at scook@bcahs.com. 

BCAHS teacher, Melissa Duffy, 
instructs on aerial lift operation. 

BCAHS teacher, Melissa Duffy, 
instructs on aerial lift operation. 

BCAHS teacher, Melissa 
Duffy, instructs on aerial lift 
operation. 
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 TREE FUND UPDATE—MARCH 2017 – AN EXCERPT 
 

 

Your donations are making a difference! We know 

trees cool our cities, however, their cooling ability is rarely 

quantified. Dr. Mohammad Asrafur Rahman of the Technical 

University of Munich, Germany, sought to do just that and 

determine if trees’ cooling capacity could be estimated from 

their growth rate. In the study, “Quantifying the cooling 

effectiveness of urban street trees in relation to their 

growth,” funded in part by a Jack Kimmel International 

Grant, he analyzed two tree species in contrasting street 

canyon conditions. He not only discovered large differences 

in cooling potential between the species and conditions but 

also found that water use efficiency is more strongly related 

to cooling potential than growth rate. Dr. Rahman 

continues to build on his findings and aims to create a 

model for predicting the impact of urban trees on urban 

microclimates. 

 

Grants and Scholarships 

Due May 15 -  John Wright Memorial 

Scholarship ($2,000) 
 

Due June 1 - Fran Ward Women in 

Arboriculture Scholarship (PA, DE 

residents only) ($2,000) 
 

Horace M. Thayer Scholarship (PA, 

DE residents only)($2,000) 

 

Thank you to our February 2017 lead donors: 

(for contributions of $2,500 or more to TREE Fund this month) 

 

Altec Inc. 

Asplundh Tree Experts 

Ohio Chapter ISA 

Mid Atlantic STIHL 

STIHL, Inc. 

New Jersey Arborists 

Quantum Spatial 

 

 

Save the date: TREE Fund After Hours Silver 

Anniversary Tour Celebration & MAC-ISA Party 

       Hosted by Mid-Atlantic Chapter ISA 
 

Who:    All 2017 ISA Conference registrants and Tour  

participants 

      When:  Tuesday, August 1, 2017 

  7:00 – 8:00 pm TREE Fund After Hours 

  8:00 – 11:00 pm MAC-ISA Party 

      Where: Gaylord National Resort, National Harbor, MD  

 

Mark your calendar: free TREE Fund Webinar  

 “Tree Risk Assessment -  Perceptions, Reality, 

and Reliability,” a free TREE Fund webinar 

featuring Dr. Andrew Koeser of the University of 

Florida. CEUs available.  

 April 13, 2017 at 1:00 pm EDT (translate to 

your time zone here) 

 Pre-registration is not required. Log in at 
treefund.org on April 13. 

 

Guarantee your spot on the 2017 STIHL Tour des 

Trees – register today!  
 

Full-Tour rider registration is open at stihltourdestrees.org; 

partial-Tour registration opens on April 3. Staging from the ISA 

Conference in National Harbor, MD, the 2017 Tour runs July 

30-August 5, and offers daily looped routes through Maryland, 

Virginia and Washington, D.C., and one overnight in Gainesville, 

VA. Join us for this special 25th anniversary ride! 

 

Nominations for the Ken 

Ottman Outstanding 

Volunteer        Award are due 

April 1. Who do you think has 

gone above and beyond in 

advancing TREE Fund’s 

mission? Find instructions on how 

to submit a candidate on the 

TREE Fund website. 

 

 

In the News - TREE Fund awards over half a million 

dollars in new grants in 2016 - Historic level of funding 

empowers tree research and education programs across the globe. 
 

TREE Fund is pleased to announce its final round of 2016 grant 

awards for urban tree research and education. With these 

grants, the 501(c)3 charity reached a record-breaking 

~$550,000 in new awards in 2016, bringing its total 

disbursement of funding to nearly $3.2 million since its 

inception in 2002. 
 

“We achieved this higher level of grant-making in 2016 by 

increasing both the number and the value of several of our 

grant lines,” explains TREE Fund President and CEO J. Eric 

Smith. “We are proud and excited to be able to empower a 

larger body of new work, all through the tremendous 

international support we receive from our individual and 

organizational partners.” 
 

Grants issued in the latter part of 2016 included an important 

long-term utility arboriculture test program in California; three 

grants supporting research on safe rigging, accurate tree 

surveying, and proper root removal; and TREE Fund’s signature 

Research Fellowship designed to cultivate emergent lines of 
inquiry in the field. Two Jack Kimmel International Grants, 

supported by Canadian TREE Fund and its riders in the STIHL 

Tour des Trees outreach and fundraising event, will fund 

essential work on soil cell technology and climate change. 

 

For the full Update go to www.treefund.org. 
 

.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know a high school student interested in 
trees, arboriculture, or urban forestry? UMass-
Amherst is offering a pre-college program for high 
school students in Sustainable Tree Care this 
July. Find out more: 
www.umass.edu/summer/precollege  
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2017 OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT – Fred Perry 

fperry@blithewold.org  
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT – Greg Lukos 

glukos@hvmaster.com 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT – Rick Harper 

rharper@eco.umass.edu 
  
PAST PRESIDENT – Brian Sullivan 

sul@burlingtontelelecom.net 
 

TREASURER – Julie Coop 

juliemcoop@gmail.com  
 

SECRETARY – Mollie Freilicher 
secretary@newenglandisa.org  
 

ISA CoR REPRESENTATIVE – Anne- 

Marie Moran 

anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  
 

CERTIFICATION LIAISON – Danielle 

Fitzko Danielle.fitzko@state.vt.us  
 

CONNECTICUT REP – Charlie Iselin 

charlieiselin@comcast.net  
 

MAINE REP – John Hanisko  

jhanisko@lucastree.com  
 

MASSACHUSETTS REP – Jonathan 
Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE REP – Lucas Bean  
lbeane@lucastree.com 

 

RHODE ISLAND REP – Jason Vickers 

gardnr1@gmail.com  
  

VERMONT REP – Kevin Shrader 

bandkshr@comcast.net  
 

TCC CHAIRPERSON – Bruce Duffy  

arboristduffy@hotmail.com  

 
 

WEBSITE MANAGER – Melissa LeVangie 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS –  

Mollie Freilicher & Heather Leff 
 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES - 

 

Brian Carpenter 

macswanclimb@gmail.com  

 

David Donoghue 
David.Donoghue@nationalgrid.com 

 

Andrew Balon 
abalon@bartlett.com 

 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT - Heather Leff 
heather@newenglandisa.org 

 

 

 

TREE FUND LIAISON – Jeff Carney 

Jeff.carney@libertyutilities.com
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PLANT PEST SURVEY TECHNICIAN – 
BOSTON, MA 

 

  
INVENTORY ARBORIST 

BROOKLYN,  NY 

 

  
PLANT HEALTHCARE TECHNICIAN – 
SPRINGFIELD/E. LONGMEADOW, MA

 
The State of Massachusetts is seeking at plant pest 
survey technician. Temporary position, 37.5 hours per 
week (full time) for 6 months. Approximate period of 
employment is May– October 2017. Duties: The 
Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS) 
Program, through the Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources, provides survey and outreach 
efforts for introduced plant pests, pathogens and 
weeds of concern to the state of Massachusetts. The 
incumbent will play an important role in exotic pest 
detection in Massachusetts.  Primarily, the incumbent 
will be responsible for installing and servicing insect 
traps in the field, carrying out insect and plant surveys, 
and sampling plant material to be tested for plant 
diseases. Please submit resume and cover letter 
along with this application for consideration to: : 
https://massanf.taleo.net/careersection/ex/jobdetail.ftl?
job=240280&src=JB-10080 

 Davey Resource Group is seeking an 
Inventory Arborist.  This position involves 
tree inspection and evaluation for the 
presence of the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
(ALB), field data collection of tree and site 
information on handheld computers 
regarding tree species identification, and 
DBH measurement. The collected data will 
be used by the United States Department 
of Agriculture to detect all ALB infested 
trees in order to eliminate the infestations. 
Please Apply Online: 
https://jobs.davey.com/job/Brooklyn-
Inventory-Arborist-Technician-
Brooklyn%2C-NY-13161-NY-
115533/393207500/ 
 

 ArborTech Tree Services has an 
immediate opening for a Plant Health Care 
Technician.  Must have Pesticide 
Applicators License or the ability to obtain 
one within 3 months of hire. Must have ISA 
or MA Arborist Certification or the ability to 
obtain one within 1 year of hire. Experience 
preferred but willing to train the right 
candidate. ArborTech offers career 
advancement, educational opportunities, 
paid time off and a matching retirement 
plan. Check out our website:  
www.GoArborTech.com. To apply call or 
email: 413-525-0060 or 
Laura@GoArborTech.com 
 

 
REGIONAL TECHNICAL MANAGER 

WOBURN, MA 

 

 ARBORISTS/ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDS 

AMHERST, NH 

 

  
REGULAR SEASONAL FULL-TIME TEAM 

SUPERVISOR – SHIRLEY, MA 

 
Arborjet, is seeking a sales candidate to live 
and work in New England with responsibility for 
this territory and eastern New York. The Primary 
objective for this position is to Identify and 
secure business in the region. You would call on 
existing accounts and prospect new accounts 
including Distributors, Municipalities, Landscape 
Companies, Arborists, Universities and others 
that could benefit from the use of our products. 
This is a salaried, technical sales position. 
Please send resume and letter of interest to; 
johnmanganiello@arborjet.com 
 

 Lee Gilman & Associates, LLC is seeking 
aspiring arborists/climbers and 
environmental stewards who are looking to 
work on standards-based, tree and 
landscape renovation projects.  Operations 
and training programs are under the 
supervision of a state licensed and Board 
Certified Master Arborist. Contact Lee at 
603-249-5042 or send resume to 
lee@leegilmanassociates.com if 
interested.  
 

 Pumpkin Brook Organic Gardening, Inc 
is  seeking Team Supervisors to lead crews 
of one to four people and direct daily work 
including (but not limited to) planting, 
pruning, weeding, transplanting, and 
mulching.  At least two years previous 
experience, solid horticultural and plant 
knowledge, pruning expertise, installation 
know-how.  Contact Priscilla Hutt Williams, 
President, with resume, 
phw@seedlingspecialist.com or mail to 2 
Shaker Road, Suite B217A, Shirley, MA  
01464. 
 

 
ARBORISTS, TREE CLIMBERS, PHC TECHS 

FOXBORO, MA 
 
 

 

  
BUCKET TRUCK OPERATORS, 

CHAINSAW OPERATORS, SKIDSTEER 
WITH GRAPPLE OPERATORS AND 

CHIPPER OPERATORS STERLING, MA  

 

  
ARBORIST, CREW LEADER, TREE 

CLIMBER, PHC TECHNICIAN, GROUNDS 
PERSON -MEDFORD,  MA 

 

 
Tree Tech Inc, has positions available for 
individuals interested in pursuing a career in 
Tree & Shrub Care.  We are a 30+ year old 
company providing tree and shrub care to 
residential, commercial and utility clients 
throughout Eastern Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island.  Experience and CDL driver’s license is 
helpful.   For more information see us at 
www.treetechinc.net on Facebook; Careers in 
Tree Care please contact Kevin Cleveland, 508 
543 5644 or email: 
kevincleveland@treetechinc.net 

 Favreau Forestry is growing and looking 
for self-motivated, competent team 
members that enjoy physical outdoor 
activity in a fast-paced professional 
environment. We are a TCIA Accredited 
Company offering year-round employment. 
If you enjoy working in a stable company 
and like being rewarded for quality work, 
we want to talk to you. We train our people 
and provide a safe, team oriented 
environment. Contact Brian at 978-706-
1038 or Office@FavreauForestry.com 
 
 

 Barrett Tree East Inc is offering year-round 
employment. Barrett Tree East is a TCIA 
Accredited company providing high quality 
and safe tree care services throughout 
Greater Boston.  Experience is helpful, good 
attitude is critical.  Related studies or 
degree, ISA/MCA certification, applicator 
license, CDL are desirable. Visit our 
website: jobs@BarrettTreeEast.com 

 

NEW ENGLAND JOB OPPORTUNITIES  
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AREA ISA CERTIFICATION EXAMS 
Date  Location City, State 
Apr 1  UMASS  Amherst, MA 
Apr 21  UMAINE  Orono, ME 

May 12  UMAINE  Orono, ME 
Jun 6  BCAHS  Dighton, MA 
Aug 18  UMAINE  Norway, ME 
Oct 20  UMAINE  Orono, ME 

Oct 1  Hotel & Conf Ctr Southbridge, MA 
Nov 29    NE Grows Boston, MA 
Dec 8  UMAINE  Orono, ME 

For information and scheduling of ISA exams 

in New England, contact Danielle Fitzko 

Danielle.fitzko@state.vt.us 
 

IMPORTANT NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER DATES 
April 26-28 – Rescheduled ISA Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualification Course – Elm Bank, 
Wellesley, MA 
 

May 1-3 – Rescheduled ISA Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualification Course – Elm Bank, 
Wellesley, MA 
 

June 3 - New England Chapter ISA Master’s 

Challenge Invitational – Capron Park & Zoo – 
Attleboro, MA 
 

October 1-3, 2017 – New England ISA Annual 
Conference & Tradeshow – Southbridge Hotel & 
Conference Center, Southbridge, MA 

 

Share your experiences… 
Do you have a story to share? Something for our Safety First section? Something 
else related to arboriculture? We encourage you to submit an article (500 words)  
for  the newsletter. If your article is selected, you will receive a $100 thank you! 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Articles can be emailed to heather@newenglandisa.org 

 

 
SPRING HAPPENINGS (EARN CEUs)– for 
complete listing & for more detailed 
information, visit our CALENDAR at 
www.newenglandisa.org  

 

Apr 13 Failing to Plan is Planning to Fail: Be 
Prepared for Emerald Ash Borer 

 

Apr 21-22 UMASS Earth Day and Arbor Day 
Celebration 

 

Apr 25 Mass Arborists Association Dinner 
Meeting 

 

Apr 26-28 ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
course – Course is Full 

 

Apr 28-29  CT Tree Wardens Association Conference 
 

May 1-3 ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
course – Course is Full 

 

May 6 CT Tree Climbing Competition 
 

Jun 3 New England Chapter ISA Master’s 
Challenge Invitational – Capron Park & 
Zoo – Attleboro, MA 

 

 

NEC-ISA 

P.O. Box 435 
Norwell, MA 02061 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WHEN & WHERE  
Upcoming Calendar SPRING Events 2017 
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