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NEW ENGLAND ISA 2017 
MASTERS’ CHALLENGE 
INVITATIONAL 
Capron Park, Attleboro, MA, June 3, 2017 

 

This year’s Tree Climbing Championship was a Masters’ Challenge Invitational held to determine 

who would represent New England at this year’s North American Tree Climbing Championship 

(NATCC) in Salt Lake City Utah, October 20-22. According to Tree Climbing Championship 

Committee Chair, Bruce Duffy, the event was a huge success thanks to the plethora of 

volunteers who came out to support the event. Duffy explained, “It was a great day of climbing 

made possible by a dedicated group of volunteers.”  He went on to explain how the event could 

not be run without the enormous generosity of the event’s sponsors. See a full list of climbers, 

volunteers, and sponsors as well as event pictures on our website: www.newenglandisa.org. 

 

Congratulations to Bear LeVangie, Russell Plumb and Dan Severino for winning this year’s event. 

These three climbers will be invited to represent New England at the NATCC. A shout out to Kyle 

McCabe who won the Spirit of the Competition award! This award goes to the participant who 

promotes a feeling of camaraderie among fellow competitors and volunteers, demonstrates a 

genuine interest in helping others do better, gives his or her best and gains from the experience, 

and enriches the event for everyone else present, by the manner in which he or she competed.    
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

By Fred Perry 

After a busy spring that was mostly cool and damp, the first real heat 

of the season has come to New England. Talking about the weather 

seems to come up often in my president’s message, but I feel it is an 

important topic for anyone that works outside.   

 

Working in the heat can be dangerous. Employers, co-workers, and 

everyone needs to watch out for each other druing the hot days of 

summer. Know the 

symptoms of heat 

exhaustion: dizziness, headache, sweaty skin, 

weakness, cramps, nausea, and fast heartbeat.  

The huge temperature swing in June of highs in 

the 50s once week to highs in the 90s the next 

increases the risk of heat related illness. Believe it 

or not, you do build up a tolerace to hot 

conditions. New, temporary workers returning 

after a week or two can also be at greater risk. So, 

not to sound like Mom, but make sure to drink 

plenty of water, and take breaks out of the sun, 

and know that you can be hydrated and still get 

heat exhaustion. Cooling down the body is very 

important. 

 

The other weather item I would like to remind 

people about is thunder and lightning. At 

Blithewold, where I work, we have a great view to 

the west and can see most storms as they 

approach. This view helps us with the decision of 

when to seek cover. If you find yourself outside 

and can hear thunder, a storm is about 10 miles 

away.  Even at this distance there is a risk of being 

struck by lightning.  

 

These are the two most common weather-related 

issues in the summer, so they should be in the 

back of your head. Being safe is important. 

 

The Masters’ Challenge Invitational at Capron Park 

on June 3rd was a great day. A big congratulation 

to our winners: Bear LeVangie, Russell Plumb, and 

Dan Severino. These three climbers will be invited 

to represent the New England Chapter at the North 

American Tree Climbing Championship in Salt Lake 

City, Utah, October 20-22, 2017.  

 

Lastly, I would like to leave you with a quote that 

is on the handlebar top cap of my bike, “All work 

and no plan is no fun at all.” 

 

Take time with enjoy the season, friends, and 

family. 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER  SUMMER  2 01 7  

: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
3 
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THANK YOU  
TO THE 2017 MASTERS’ CHALLENGE INVITATIONAL 
SPONSORS. WE COULD NOT DO IT WITHOUT YOU! 
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR TREE LEVEL SPONSORS: 

CAPRON PARK & ZOO 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Essential Pruning Techniques, George Brown and Tony Kirkham ©2017 
Review by Jen Kettell, Owner Jen Kettell Radiant Leaf (www.jenkettell.com)  

 
Tony Kirkham, head of the Arboretum and Horticultural Services at Kew 

Royal Botanic Gardens, has recently revised and expanded George Brown’s 

1972 standard, Essential Pruning Techniques. Those of you who know me 

are well aware that: 1) I love pruning, 2) I love books, and 3) I am a 

proud nerd…therefore, I was delighted to dive into yet another pruning 

tome. Kirkham’s revision begins with a fifty-page primer on pruning 

techniques, followed by its 300+-page Abelia-Zenobia species-by-species 

guide. Every page includes beautiful color photographs by Andrea Jones.  

 

In the introductory primer, Brown and Kirkham lay a very solid foundation in pruning 

techniques, beginning with an inquiry into why we prune. The first section on young tree 

pruning is excellent, especially since they begin with proper planting (hooray!). At Kew, all 

trees are planted in sharply square holes; they have found that this shape allows the roots 

to grow past the planting hole more easily—not the ISA-way, but not major departure 

either. Kirkham offers sound advice on corrective formative pruning in presenting common 

examples, like training a leader after loss of the original. In the remainder of those mere 

fifty pages, he is able to concisely review proper tools and maintenance, PPE, pruning 

timing, pruning/heading cuts, fruit tree practices, hedging, coppicing, pleaching, and still 

more topics. Surprisingly, despite a short section on PPE (personal protective equipment), 

there are zero images of anyone working with either safety glasses or gloves in the entire 

book.  

 

One of the true gems of this book is the handful of pages devoted to fruit trees. Kirkham 

describes training several “restricted” fruit tree forms-- essentially, espalier trees that are 

further pruned into fans, cordons, and “stepovers.” For the stepover, the arborist would 

modify an espalier to a single set of lateral branches at 12-18” above the soil line. This form 

serves two functions: to grow delicious apples or pears in a small space, while creating a 

low living border for a vegetable garden. The accompanying images by Andrea Jones are 

excellent examples of this type of craftsmanship.  

 

The great bulk of the book follows the primer, where the authors share specific advice on 

tree, shrub, climbing, and fruit tree species. Since Kirkham is based in Kew, there are many 

plants which do not grow in New England, but nearly any you may be looking for can be 

found in the guide. For each species presented, there is comprehensive accompanying text 

for habit, timing, objectives, and species nuances. Again, many great photographs of woody 

plants in all seasons complement the writing. 

 

Essentials is surely written with the pro in mind, and I would certainly recommend this book 

as an addition to one’s pruning library. The authors reach the heart of the matters of 

pruning in short order with clear and straightforward writing. The information is based in 

up-to-date arboricultural science and practice, with respect for the natural habit and needs 

of individual plants. I would hesitate to recommend it to a homeowner or beginner, since 

the A-Z guide may just frighten them from attempting any kind of basic pruning. In 

addition, because it was written in England (and therefore England’s climate), arborists will 

automatically make some adjustments based on New England’s climate that the novice may 

not. So my fellow arborists, take a gander at this updated pruning guide from across the 

pond, have a spot of tea, and enjoy the many Britishisms sprinkled throughout it pages.  
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SAFETY FIRST! SAFETY MEETINGS 101 
Adapted from Nicholas Bomber, CTSP 
 

In the May 2017, TCIA Magazine, Nicholas 

Bomber, CTSP, writes about how to hold an 

effective safety meeting. Bomber gets into not 

only what to include in your meetings, but also 

how to be effective and make sure that your 

message is received. Bomber writes that “the 

main objective is to remind employees of safe 

work practices and to introduce new techniques, 

equipment or regulations.” He offers many tips, 

which also apply to other kinds of meetings. 

Below are some of his tips. Read his full article at 

tcia.org.     

 

Be prepared—Be punctual! Have an agenda. 

Know the objective of your meeting, what you 

will do during the meeting, and what the meeting 

will accomplish.   

 

Be seen and heard—Connect and engage with 

everyone in the room, making sure everyone can 

see and hear you. 

 

Be aware of distractions—Consider and address distractions in the room or area, such as 

phones or side conversations, and consider those from outside, sirens, temperature, or 

weather. 

 

Get people involved—Ask open-ended questions to involve your audience, or ask for a 

show of hands, or for examples.  

 

Be interesting and be authentic—Use handouts, visuals, other resources, including other 

people, to help convey your message.  

 

Vary your training technique—People have their own learning styles. Some learn better 

visually, verbally, with hands-on training, or demonstration.  

 

Boss or leader—As Bomber puts it, “When a leader talks, you listen.” Some bosses are 

better leaders than others—make sure you have the leaders in your company present at or 

running some of your safety meetings.   
  

Bomber mentions TCIA’s Tailgate  Safety Program, which he uses to help deliver trainings. 

He also discusses the importance of having a sign-in sheet and even taking photos to show 

who attended, and using these opportunities to share company updates, recognize 

employee performance, and provide educational updates to employees. These regular safety 

meetings are an opportunity to not only share potentially life-saving information, but also to 

connect with employees.  
 

Other resources: 

Resource for Development and Delivery of Training to Workers 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3824.pdf 
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CoR Corner 
CoR Representative: Anne-Marie Moran, anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  
Welcome to summer everyone! We had our most recent CoR conference call on April 10th with 

lots of discussion around the proposed topics for our annual meeting. 
 

The topic of ISA Component public relations (PR) and communications will be presented at the 

CoR Annual Meeting. ISA has contracted with the vendor, Fifth Estate Communications, to 

produce a roadmap for creating a PR action plan. This will help prepare our organizations for 

uniform messaging during times of crisis. Additionally, it will help our organization build a 

strategy for regular marketing of events and our profession. The CoR Executive Committee was 

able to formulate an agenda that took into account our feedback following the 2016 meeting 

from surveys and conference calls. Our annual CoR meeting is being held just prior to the annual 

ISA Conference in Washington D.C. on July 30th. I look forward to bringing back some good 

information for our Chapter to utilize going forward. 
 

Speaking of the conference, don’t forget that the 2017 International Tree Climbing 

Championship (ITCC) will also be held just prior to the ISA conference on July 28-30th, at the 

United States National Arboretum, Washington D.C. Hosted by the ISA Mid-Atlantic Chapter in 

conjunction with the ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show. The deadline for your 

competitors has passed. Volunteer registration has also officially closed however, if you know 

someone interested in helping please contact itcc@isa-arbor.com. 
 

New England ISA 2017 Arbor Day Grant 
By Stephanie Veturis, Mountain Tree Service 

 
 
On Friday April 28th, in celebration of Arbor Day and with the help of the New England ISA 2017 

Arbor Day Grant, Mountain Tree Service performed the following community service projects: 

 

1. Haymarket Commons Park in Stafford Springs, CT – Worked with the Stafford Garden 

Club to plant a stewartia and a Japanese maple. We also pruned a locust and a birch tree. 

Our tree mascot passed out 50 kousa dogwood saplings to local residents. 

2. Assisted the Somers American Legion with planting a pin oak along the main entrance to 

the Somers school complex. 

3. Handed out 100 pin oak seedlings (with planting instructions outlining the proper planting 

depth and watering procedures for students to follow with the families at home) to the 3rd 

grade class at Mabelle B. Avery Elementary School 

4. Town of Ellington  - Planted four Greenspire lindens, two Red Sunset maples at Brookside 

Park which is a large sports facility in Ellington 

5. Working with the Town of Somers town crew at Mill Pond in Somersville, we planted two 

pin oaks, two sycamores, and two Red Sunset maples. 
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STATE REPORTS & NEWS 
 
CONNECTICUT:  Charlie Iselin charlieiselin@comcast.net  
After a rather cool and damp spring, it is finally beginning to feel more like summer, although 

the landscape where I live in south central Connecticut is looking more and more winter-like 
with severe defoliation from gypsy moth larvae. Many hill tops and ridges are completely void 

of green. Last year’s defoliation killed quite a few oak trees that were unable to produce a second set 
of leaves. This, coupled with the damage from the emeralda ash borer, has left many miles of our 
roads, highways, and residential areas with numerous dead and dying oak and ash. So far I have not 
heard much talk about how the state or towns are planning to deal with this issue. 

 
Our legislative session ended June 7th with no bills relating to trees passing. This means they will 
need to be brought up as newly introduced again next year and the process will need to start again 
from the beginning. 
 

On Thursday, July 20th, the Connecticut Tree Protective Association will hold its Summer Meeting at 
The Farmington Club in Farmington, CT. Last year we had almost 700 tree people come to our event 

to see the great trade show, attend the stimulating educational sessions, enjoy the networking 
opportunities, and obtain CEUs. 
 
This year we have a great line-up of speakers, including Eric Larson of Yale University, on the long 
history of oaks and humans, the significance of porous ring growth, and the tactical differences 
between the red oak and the white oak, Dr. Richard Cowles on climate change and how we should 
prepare, Dr. Vicky Smith on forest health. John Terault and Todd Marencheck will give a talk and 

demonstration of Tree Work Zone and Road Side Set Up, and Ken Palmer of Arbor Master Training will 
demonstrate precision chainsaw handling and operation. I hope to see some of you northern New 
Englanders there. 
 
Please remember to always work safe this busy season and maybe even take a day off or two before 
the snow flies. 

 

   MASSACHUSETTS: Jonathan Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org 

The past couple of months have been quite busy for many tree companies in Massachusetts. 
Many crews have been working long hours including weekends battling both the winter moth 

and gypsy moth.  
 
The winter moth overall has been manageable this spring since there was not as heavy an infestation 
as the last few years. They have now gone into the ground until late fall when they will emerge as 

adults. Defoliation because of the gypsy moth will be seen over the next month and has been heavy in 
some pockets of Massachusetts. The wet cool spring has been helpful in the fight and overall the 
population seems to be in decline. 
 
Now that summer is fast approaching, several us can look forward to getting back up into the trees as 
a routine and lay down the spraying equipment.  
 

Remember to stay well hydrated as the hot weather comes and have a wonderful summer. 
 
 
 

MAINE: Jon Hanisko jhanisko@lucastree.com 
It has been a cold wet spring up in the great North East, but it appears as though the 

weather is making a change for the better as the temps finally start to hit the 80s. 
 

The browntail moth population was as expected, with reports of the population hitting record 
proportions. Calls are still coming in for control measures but at this point the window is gone. Hoping 
the cold wet spring keeps the population in check for next year. 
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Winter moth is the other caterpillar that is not slowing 
down. Its outreach seems to continue to extend 
outward with defoliation becoming a regular occurrence 

in certain areas. There were unsubstantiated reports of 
the emerald ash borer (EAB) being found in Maine, but 
that amounted to nothing with no evidence of it to be 
found. Still no sign of Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) 
either. 
 
The pesticide debate wages on, extending through 

communities in Southern Maine. Best Management 
Practices and/or IPM continue to be the best way to 
show proper application can be made responsibly and effectively. 

     
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Lucas Beane lbeane@lucastree.com 

 
It has been somewhat of an odd spring here in New 
Hampshire this year where we saw record high temperatures 
in areas back in February and March, followed by record low 
temperatures for a daytime high here in June. Along with the 

drastic temperature swings we have seen rain, and a lot of it!  
Although all this rain has not been conducive to outdoor 
weekend plans, it was very much needed for New 
Hampshire’s trees and forests. Based on the Palmer Drought 
Severity Index, which is a standard based on precipitation, 
temperature, and available water content (AWC), New 
Hampshire has been under drought conditions since early in 

2016. In fact, our drought status peaked in late summer of 2016 in which we many areas of the state 
had achieved “severe drought” status. I am happy to report that all these gloomy spring days and 

canceled outdoor plans have indeed resulted in good news. NH is no longer under drought status!  
This is great news for our trees in NH that have had a couple of years’ drought stress, particularly for 
the more drought susceptible species in NH such as white 
pine and hemlock. At this point, we are hoping to achieve a 
healthy blend of rejuvenating rains and blue sky days for us 

all to get outside and enjoy it. 
 

Speaking of going outside and enjoying NH trees, I would 
like to share a book that the weekend hiker may enjoy. Big 
Trees of New Hampshire, by Kevin Martin, has some 
incredible hikes with some outstanding rewards at the finish 

line. This book documents 85 of the largest trees by species 
in New Hampshire and has 28 hikes to view some of these 
true New Hampshire giants. Some of these hikes are a great 
change in scenery and off the beaten path compared to 
some of the more popular and crowded hiking trails in New Hampshire. You can order the book at the 

link below if you are interested, and I hope everyone gets an opportunity to spend some time in New 
Hampshire’s outdoors this summer. 

 
NH Drought Related Resources: 
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dam/drought/drought-conditions.htm 
http://moderator.droughtreporter.unl.edu/RSSfeed/ImpactView/39225 
http://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/DroughtBasics/WeatherDrought/MeasuringDrought.aspx 
Big Trees of New Hampshire – By Kevin Martin: http://kevinmartin.wcha.org/bigtrees.php 
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   Rhode Island: Jason Vickers gardnr1@gmail.com 

The Associated Press reported in US News & World Report on June 14 that Rhode Island has 
lifted its drought advisory after officials say the state received significant rainfall last spring. 

Officials say the advisory was lifted based on indicators and assessments from the state's 
Drought Steering Committee. 
 
Water Resources Board Chairwoman, Susan Licardi, says the 2016-17 drought was among other 
significant drought episodes in southern New England since the early 1990s. Licardi says favorable 
conditions for groundwater recharge over the winter, followed by rainfall in April and May, ended the 
drought. The board will continue to monitor water conditions monthly. 

 
In a previous issue of the newsletter, I mentioned the Rhode Island Woodland Partnership (RIWP). 
The Woodland Partnership is a collaboration of foresters, land owners, conservationists, and 
professionals who came together with a shared vision for promoting and developing a comprehensive 
but practical strategic plan for achieving the conservation and sustainable management of Rhode 

Island’s woodlands. On June 6 2017, the group and their plan were recognized in this year’s Smart 

Growth Awards held by Grow Smart RI. They were awarded in the category of Outstanding Smart 
Growth Policies / Plans. 
 
URI collected their results from a gypsy moth insecticide injection trial on June 21st. They will be 
sharing the results at the next RINLA twilight meeting. For more info you can email Shannon Brawly at  
sebrawley@gmail.com.  
 

The Providence Journal featured an article written by Alex Kuffner on gypsy moths succumbing to the 
fungal disease, Entomophaga maimaiga. The cool wet conditions of this spring have proved very 
beneficial. There has been a dramatic decline in the gypsy moth numbers over the past few weeks. If 
you missed the article, here's a link: http://www.providencejournal.com/news/20170609/japanese-
fungus-may-spell-doom-for-gypsy-moth-caterpillars--video.   
 
There will be RI arborist exam given at the DEM downtown office on or about the last Friday of 

October. Type this address into your web browser for the exact date 
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/forest/pdf/arbrexam.pdf. The exam is given on or around 
the last Friday of January, March, June, and October.   

 

 VERMONT: Kevin Shrader  bandkshr@comcast.net 

Spring 2017 has presented its share of challenges for arborists in Vermont. From the Forest 
Health report and other sources, it seems that Vermont is in the midst of a forest tent 

caterpillar (FTC) outbreak. Starting in 2016, an increase in FTC is being seen in 2017. Arborists may 
be called upon to address concerns such as die-back and off-color leaves by customers with larger 
properties. Monitoring by the Vermont Forest, Parks and Recreation has been taking place.  

 
A second concern for Vermont property owners is drought conditions. Drought effects from the 
previous 2 two years are showing up in weaker trees. And finally, May 5th gave us a windstorm in 
southern Vermont that caused many power outages and blocked many roads. Storm damage has 
become an ever-increasing factor in our work as arborists. I have noticed a steady rise in more severe 

storms since my start as an arborist in 1976— and I see this as a trend to be watched for the future.  

 
Two events this fall to save the date and share with staff and colleagues include: on September 8th, a 
Tree Care Specialist and Ground Operations Workshop will be held from 10 am - 2 pm at 111 West 
Street in Essex. Check the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry website at 
http://vtcommunityforestry.org/news/events for more details. Also, sponsored by the Windham 
Regional Woodlands Association, is the Big Tree Tour on November 11th. Led by Windham County 
Forester Bill Guenther, members and non-members are welcome to attend. Additional information will 
be posted at http://windhamwoodlands.org/.  
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TRAQ FALL 2017 

IT’S BACK BY POPULAR 
DEMAND! DON’T MISS THIS 

LAST OFFERING OF THE  
ISA TREE RISK ASSESSMENT 

QUALIFICATION FOR 2017! 
 

 WHEN: SEPTEMBER 6-8, 2017 

 WHERE: FISHER COLLEGE, N. ATTLEBORO 

 REGISTRATION: CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

 MARK DUNTEMANN IS INSTRUCTING 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=iwcbgpcab&oeidk=a07ee6klg3qce273890
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ESSEX TECH UPDATE 
By Essex Tech Junior Arboriculture 

Just like for everyone reading this, spring here at Essex Tech was busy. The seniors 

wrapped up their high school careers, presenting their portfolios. The juniors worked on tree 

removals while on a job at the State Police Troop A’s barracks. While the sophomores and 

freshmen competed in an annual rite of passage here: the Arbor Olympics. All four groups 

also got a tour of the Altec of New England facility.   

 

Senior Portfolios The final graduation requirement in the shop is the portfolio review. This is 

where students discuss the skills and knowledge they have learned over their four years 

here. They present in front of underclassmen, teachers, administrators, and industry 

leaders, including ISA New England board member Jonathan Webb. All but one of the 

seniors were out on COOP, so it was interesting to hear the great things they have done 

while out at work. 

 

Junior Removals  The juniors started the spring in spikes for 

the first time. It took some time to gain confidence, but 

soon the students were moving comfortably in hooks. They 

also started tying rigging configurations up in trees while 

climbing or while in the bucket. The Juniors soon moved 

onto jobs that demanded combining these skills on three 

different technical removals. (At this point, it is important to 

say how awesome our new radio helmets are. Calmly 

talking to the climber is much less stressful than yelling 

instructions, no matter how well intentioned.) They 

removed a 70’ ash by hand and two 55’ pines one from the 

bucket and the other by hand. 

 

Arbor Olympics  This is an annual competition that 

resembles a tree climbing competition, logger games, and a 

regular old school test. It is a formative test, for 

underclassmen. We save results from year to year 

and the students see their growth in different aspects 

of the profession. The written test has questions on 

the Z133, A300, and chainsaw maintenance. The 

chainsaw test has students making scarf cuts and 

trying to make the thinnest cookie while performing 

an under and over cut. The climbing portion has 

speed climb, working climb, throw ball, and knot test.  

An automatic fail is recorded for any missing piece of 

PPE or unsafe work practice. There are winners and 

losers, like any competition, but the real purpose is to 

look for growth through the years and areas of 

weakness to work on in the future.  

 

Essex Arbor has worked hard all spring. We’ve learned 

new skills and practiced existing ones. We have seen 

the value and taken pride in putting in a hard day’s 

work and achieving a goal. This spring has been, as 

Lenny Pepperbottom famously once said, ”... terrific 

and tremendous!” 
 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER  SUMMER  2 01 7  

: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
16 

 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER  SUMMER  2 01 7  

: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
17 

BRISTOL AGGIE UPDATE  
By Seth Cook.  Pictures provided by Seth Cook 

The Arboriculture Department here at the Aggie is winding down for the year. With 

temperatures finally on the rise, our students are getting a feel of how it is to work in the 

heat. For some of them this is a new experience, which they may or may not enjoy. We 

have had a very busy and successful year. In April 

we celebrated Arbor Day with an on-campus work 

day. This year our kids had a blast and learned a lot. 

We removed a pair of declining A. saccharums and 

installed a pair of Abies. After Arbor Day we held our 

22nd annual Tree Climbing Jamboree. This is a 

competition for our students, which is modeled 

directly after an ISA TCC. It is a great way for our 

students to get used to the experience of a TCC 

before they compete in their first ISA event. After 

the Jamboree, the seniors graduated and now the 

school year is drawing to a close. Over the course of this year we have been helped by 

countless numbers of our industries professionals. I would like to take this opportunity to 

sincerely thank each and every one of you for all that you have done to help our students. 

There are too many to name here and to name three is to forget four more. So I will simply 

extend my deepest and warmest gratitude to all of you for supporting our program and our 

students.      

  

The freshmen are getting introduced to 

the aerial lifts and are taking a ride in 

the school’s bucket truck. This is the 

time of year when our freshmen pick 

which major they would like to be in for 

the next three years. The rumor is that 

Arbor is a popular choice amongst 9th 

graders this year. Kudos to Mrs. Duffy 

for doing a great job to show younger 

generations all that Arboriculture has 

to offer! The sophomores are finishing 

up their tree identification finals and learning how to safely use chainsaws. They are 

anxiously awaiting becoming upperclassmen. The juniors are working on street tree 

inventories and practicing aerial rescue. 

The 2017 senior arboriculture class 

graduated 12 students. They finished up 

last Thursday and are now off to bigger, 

wilder adventures. One is going directly 

into the workforce in the field of 

Arboriculture. Ten are going to college, 

one is going to serve in the US military. 

We wish all of our graduates the best in 

all their upcoming adventures!  

As a department, we are always 

searching for more sources of information to help expand what we can offer to our students. 

If you are at all interested in helping our department reach new heights, contact Seth Cook 

at scook@bcahs.com.  

Arbor Day Celebration 

Senior Class Learns About Forces of Rigging 

Seniors on Spikes with Chainsaws 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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NEC-ISA NEW WEBSITE TUTORIAL – ADD AN EVENT 

By Mollie Freilicher 

Hopefully by now you’ve had a chance to check out our newly-designed website! In addition to a 

new look and revised content, it has some great new features to connect you with resources in 

New England. Chapter members have the ability to make CEU requests, post jobs, and submit 

events for the calendar. In this feature, we will highlight how you can submit an event to the 

calendar. We’re hoping to be your go to site to find out about (and share) events and 

opportunities in New England. 

 

Events can be submitted from your desktop or mobile device. Steps to submit an event: 

1. Go to www.newenglandisa.org  

2. Click “Calendar & Events” in the top menu (or hover over on a desktop and select 

“Submit an Event.” 

3. Select “Submit an Event.” On a desktop, this will be at the left. On a mobile device, you 

will have to scroll down to the bottom of the calendar listings. 

4. Title: Put the name of your event here (i.e. Connecticut Tree Climbing Competition) 

5. Enter the start date and time and the end date and time. 

6. Address: Enter the address of the event location here. If you are entering an online event 

such as a webinar, you can fill this in with “N/A” and select your home state as the state.  

7. Summary: Put a very short description here. This is what will appear below the event title 

in the calendar listing. 

8. Button for link to register: Put the website for registration here 

a. Link Text: This is what the button will actually say. Choose something like, “Visit 

Site” or “Register Here”  

9. Once you’ve completed the information, click “submit” and it will be sent to the 

administrator for posting. 

Questions? Contact Heather Leff at heather@newenglandisa.org or 978-844-0441.

  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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2017 OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT – Fred Perry 

fperry@blithewold.org  
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT – Greg Lukos 

glukos@hvmaster.com 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT – Rick Harper 

rharper@eco.umass.edu 
  
PAST PRESIDENT – Brian Sullivan 

sul@burlingtontelelecom.net 
 

TREASURER – Julie Coop 

juliemcoop@gmail.com  
 

SECRETARY – Mollie Freilicher 
secretary@newenglandisa.org  
 

ISA CoR REPRESENTATIVE – Anne- 

Marie Moran 

anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  
 

CERTIFICATION LIAISON – Danielle 

Fitzko Danielle.Fitzko@vermont.gov   
 

CONNECTICUT REP – Charlie Iselin 

charlieiselin@comcast.net  
 

MAINE REP – John Hanisko  

jhanisko@lucastree.com  
 

MASSACHUSETTS REP – Jonathan 
Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE REP – Lucas Bean  
lbeane@lucastree.com 

 

RHODE ISLAND REP – Jason Vickers 

gardnr1@gmail.com  
  
VERMONT REP – Kevin Shrader 

bandkshr@comcast.net  
 

TCC CHAIRPERSON – Bruce Duffy  

arboristduffy@hotmail.com  

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS –  

Mollie Freilicher & Heather Leff 
 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES - 

 

Brian Carpenter 

Climbhigher33@yahoo.com 

 

David Donoghue 
David.Donoghue@nationalgrid.com 

 

Andrew Balon 

abalon@bartlett.com 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Heather Leff 

heather@newenglandisa.org 

 

 

 

TREE FUND LIAISON – Jeff Carney 

Jeff.carney@libertyutilities.com  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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mailto:rharper@eco.umass.edu
mailto:sul@burlingtontelelecom.net
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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mailto:jhanisko@lucastree.com
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mailto:bandkshr@comcast.net
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REGISTER FOR THE 2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE TODAY!  
1. GO ONLINE TO WWW.NEWENGLANDISA.ORG OR 

2. PRINT THESE TWO PAGES AND MAIL IN YOUR REGISTRATION!  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
http://www.newenglandisa.org/
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CLIMBERS/BUCKET TRUCK OPERATORS– 
DANBURY, CT 

 

  
 

PLANT HEALTHCARE SPECIALIST 
ROWLEY, MA

 

  
General Tree Work, Plant Health Care, 

and Sales Development  
Greater Boston 

 
Bart’s Tree Service is seeking qualified climbers and 

bucket truck operators. Must be proficient in all 
tree care principals, pruning techniques, 
technical rigging and removals per ANSI 
standards. PHC Experience, ISA certifications, 
CT arborist license are a plus. CDL–A license 
required within 3 months of hire. Paid training 
and benefits available. Background checks and 
drug test required..  Email resume 
to info@bartstreeservice.com or call 203-240-
1302 

 

 SLS and Greener Solutions, LLC is 
seeking a Horticulturist/ Plant Health Care 
specialist.  This person must be thoroughly 
familiar with all aspects of plant, shrub and 
tree health care and must be able to 
correctly analyze, diagnose and treat 
plants, shrubs and trees that are in poor 
health and suffering from disease, insects, 
improper care, etc. CONTACT DANIELLE 
at 978-948-7701 ext. 114 or Danielle@sls-
landscapes.com,  

 Barrett Tree East is seeking General Tree 
Workers, Plant Health Care Specialists and 
Sales Development personnel.  Work year-
round with an experienced and safety 
conscious crew at our TCIA Accredited 
Company. Related studies or degree, 
ISA/MCA certification, applicator license, 
CDL all a plus. 18+, a team mentality, good 
work ethic, valid driver's license and the 
ability to pass a pre-employment 
physical/drug screen are required. 
Competitive compensation and benefits 
offered. Send interest & resume 
to: jobs@BarrettTreeEast.com 
 

 
LANDSCAPE CONTRUCTION FOREMAN 

BOSTON  NORTHSHORE, MA 

 

  
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

BOSTON NORTHSHORE, MA 

 

  
TREE WORKER 

BOSTON NORTHSHORE, MA 

 
Carpenter Costin is seeking a Landscape 
Construction Foreman. The Landscape 
Manager / Foreman will oversee crews through 
the complete construction process, including 
survey of jobsites, client relations, constructing 
walls, patios, fire pits, outdoor kitchens, 
plantings, lighting, etc. It is critical that 
candidates for this position are willing to go 
above and beyond, so that the results satisfy 
both the clients and the bottom-line in terms of 
profitability and schedule. Pay Range $25-$28 
based on experience, with bonus potential. 
 Please forward resume, via 
email, jobs@carpentercostin.net or give us a 
call at 877/308-8733. 

 Carpenter Costin Tree & Landscape, a 
leader in tree and landscape services, on 
Boston’s North Shore since 1946, seeks an 
experienced Operations Manager to join 
our growing team. Compensation:  Base 
salary plus bonuses. Please forward 
resume to jobs@carpentercostin.net.  Or 
give us a call at 877/308-8733 and ask for 
Bonnie. 

 Carpenter Costin Tree & Landscape, 
Boston’s North Shore premier tree and 
landscaping company, established 1946, 
seeks experienced Tree Workers to join our 
growing Forestry Department team. Pay 
Range: Experienced Tree Climbers/Bucket 
Operators $25,  Experienced Groundmen- 
$20.  Join our growing team.  Please 
forward resume 
to jobs@carpentercostin.net or call 781/598-
1924 and ask for Bonnie. 

 
 

 
 

REGIONAL TECHNICAL MANAGER 
WOBURN, MA 

 

  
PLANT HEALTH CARE 

TECHNICIAN 
SPRINGFIELD, MA 

 

  
PLACE YOUR JOB POSTINGS HERE 

AND ON OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.NEWENGLANDISA.ORG 

 
Arborjet, is seeking a sales candidate to live 
and work in New England with responsibility for 
this territory and eastern New York. The Primary 
objective for this position is to Identify and 
secure business in the region. You would call on 
existing accounts and prospect new accounts 
including Distributors, Municipalities, Landscape 
Companies, Arborists, Universities and others 
that could benefit from the use of our products. 
This is a salaried, technical sales position. 
Please send resume and letter of interest to; 
johnmanganiello@arborjet.com 

 ArborTech Tree Services has an 
immediate opening for a Plant Health Care 
Technician.  Must have Pesticide 
Applicators License or the ability to obtain 
one within 3 months of hire. Must have ISA 
or MA Arborist Certification or the ability to 
obtain one within 1 year of hire. Experience 
preferred but willing to train the right 
candidate. ArborTech offers career 
advancement, educational opportunities, 
paid time off and a matching retirement 
plan. Check out our website:  
www.GoArborTech.com. To apply call or 
email: 413-525-0060 or 
Laura@GoArborTech.com 

 NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER MEMBERS 
CAN POST THEIR JOBS IN OUR 
NEWSLETTER AND ON OUR WEBSITE 
FOR FREE. SIMPLY LOGIN USING YOUR 
CHAPTER ID AND  PASSWIRD AND 
ENTER YOUR JOB POSTING. 

 

NEW ENGLAND JOB OPPORTUNITIES  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:info@bartstreeservice.com
mailto:Danielle@sls-landscapes.com
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AREA ISA CERTIFICATION EXAMS 
Date  Location City, State 
Aug 2  VT F&W bldg Essex Junction, VT 

Aug 18  UMAINE  Norway, ME 
Oct 20  UMAINE  Orono, ME 
Oct 1  Hotel & Conf Ctr Southbridge, MA 
Nov 29    NE Grows Boston, MA 

Dec 8  UMAINE  Orono, ME 

For information and scheduling of ISA exams 

in New England, contact Danielle Fitzko 
Danielle.Fitzko@vermont.gov  

 

IMPORTANT NEW ENGLAND 
CHAPTER DATES 

September 6-8, 2017 – Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualification Course –  

Fisher College, Attleboro, MA 
REGISTER TODAY 

 
October 1-3, 2017 – New England ISA 

Annual Conference & Tradeshow – 
Southbridge Hotel & Conference Center, 

Southbridge, MA 
REGISTER TODAY OR DOWNLOAD A 

REGISTRATION FORM AND MAIL IT IN 
 

Share your experiences… 
Do you have a story to share? Something for our Safety First section? Something 
else related to arboriculture? We encourage you to submit an article (500 words)  

for  the newsletter. If your article is selected, you will receive a $100 thank you! 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

Articles can be emailed to heather@newenglandisa.org 

 

 
SUMMER HAPPENINGS (EARN CEUs)– for 
complete listing & for more detailed 
information, visit our Calendar & Events page 
at www.newenglandisa.org  

 

Jul 14 TCIA SH Grant Chain Saw Specialist 
Course  

 

Jul 20 CTPA Summer Meeting 
 

Jul 21 TCIA SH Grant Chipper Operator 
Specialist Workshop 

 

Jul 25 Webinar Drought and Urban Forest 
 

Jul 27  ISA International Tree Climbing 

Championship 
 

Jul 29 ISA International Conference & 
Tradeshow 

 

Aug 8 Bark Beetle Identification and Related 
Topics Training 

 

Aug 31 Deadline to nominate persons for NE ISA 
Ryan Award 

 
See our website for our full calendar of events 

 

 

 

NEC-ISA 

P.O. Box 435 
Norwell, MA 02061 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WHEN & WHERE  
Upcoming Calendar SUMMER Events 2017 
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