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ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
& TRADE SHOW RECAP 
 
November 3-6 - Mystic, CT More than 250 New England arborists 
convened in beautiful, Mystic, Connecticut, for the 2018 New England 
Chapter ISA Conference & Trade Show. Twenty-five exhibitors 
displayed their wares and even had an opportunity to address the 
crowd at our first ever Exhibitors Showcase held at the Mystic 
Aquarium during our Monday evening reception. 
 

The Conference 
weekend kicked 
off with an all-

day Aerial Rescue certificate training. This 
training was held at the center of Old Mistick 
Village taking advantage of several beautiful 
trees each set up with a different rescue 
scenario. North American Training Solutions 
provided the training. Twenty-four arborists 
from around the region attended (pictured at 
right). 
 

Saturday also featured two amazing tours of 
the Mystic Seaport. Each tour provided two ISA CEUs, but more importantly, they transported 
participants back in time and showed them how rope was made and ships were built before the 
Industrial Revolution. Highlights of the tour included making a rope using the same braiding 
methods as early settlers to America and having a "backstage" tour of the Mayflower II which it is 
currently in Mystic receiving a makeover for Plymouth's 400th celebration! 
 

Sunday featured the ISA Certification Exams, our yearly CPR class, and a couple of new 
workshops: Respirator Fit Test certification and Flagger Certification. The Flagger Certification 
course received great feedback. Many participants did not realize when and where flaggers at 
worksites were allowed and were eager to learn these details and receive a useful certification (as 
well as ISA, MCA, CTSP, and SAF CEUs)! 
 
Continued on Page 4 

 IN THE NEWS 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW 

RECAP  1 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2 

MEASURING URBAN TREES 7 

STUDENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT OPTIONS 7 
COR CORNER – ISA HQ CONTACT INFO 9 
STATE REPORTS 10-14 
TREE FUND UPDATE 15 
ESSEX TECH UPDATE 17 
2016 NEC OFFICERS 18 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN NEW ENGLAND 19 
UPCOMING EVENTS & ISA EXAMS   20 

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER  
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

WINTER 2019 
 
 
 
 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com


NEW ENGLAND ISA NEWSLETTER WINTER 2019  

: heather@newenglandisa.org  
: 978-844-0441 

2 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
By Rick Harper 
 
With 2019 officially underway, many of us are looking ahead with 
eagerness and optimism for the coming year. And with 2018 now in the 
rearview mirror and long winter nights at hand, many of us are also 
finding some time for reflection. In looking back over the last year, I 
would say that in small (and perhaps large) ways, I have learned to 
better appreciate some of my many blessings – the value of loyalty and 

trust from colleagues and 
friends, good health, the love of family, and a simple 
passion for trees and the environment. 
 
With the New Year surrounding us, I would encourage us 
all to fully appreciate the blessings in our own lives. I 
would also encourage us to realize – or appreciate – the 
power of our words and actions. Perhaps a coworker has 
gone above and beyond? Or a mentor has shown 
continued loyalty and patience over many years? Or 
maybe a younger colleague has shown great initiative? 
Make their day a memorable one by taking the time to let 
them know that you appreciate them and what they’ve 
done. 
 
I am excited and honored to be your president for 2019 
and I appreciate the strong, vibrant state of our 1000-
member chapter. I also recognize and appreciate the 
critical role our chapter plays in furthering the tree care 
profession in the New England region. As an association, 
we look forward to continuing – and strengthening – the 
many benefits our members receive as a result of the 
dedication of our enthusiastic volunteers and committed 
Board of Directors. As always, there will be opportunities 
to further your credentials this coming year including 
exams pertaining to the ISA Arborist Certification, First 
Aid/CPR/AED Certification, Tree Worker Specialist, TRAQ 
programs and many others.  
 
This coming year will also see the return of many popular 
programs including the NEC-ISA Tree Climbing 
Championship, and of course our upcoming 53rd Annual 
Conference, scheduled for October 6 - 8 at the 
Sheraton in Springfield, MA. As always, remember to 
stay in touch by consulting the NEC-ISA website for 
further details: https://www.newenglandisa.org/ 
 
Whether your find yourself in the field, in the office, or in 
the classroom, take a moment to appreciate your 
surroundings – then, continue forward doing good work as 
an ambassador for trees, and a representative of the New 
England Chapter of the International Society of 
Arboriculture. Happy New Year! 
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Consulting●Education●Management●Tree Care 
  
Dave Hawkins, Consulting Arborist 
Over 40 Years Experience in Arboriculture 
  
• Mass. Certified Arborist MCA #1425  
• ISA Board Certified Master Arborist NE-0541-B 
• RI Licensed Arborist #696 
• American Society of Consulting Arborists, Member 
• Mass. Tree Wardens and Foresters Assn. 
      Executive Board Member; Secretary 
• Tree Care Industry Association, Member 
  
154 Buffam Road, Pelham, Massachusetts 
(413) 253-4266 office    (413) 237-5106 mobile 
Email: dhawkufs@comcast.net   www .ufstrees.com  
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CONFERENCE RECAP Continued from Page 1 
 
Sunday night participants began to check in for the conference 
during the President's reception. Attendees enjoyed some 
delicious snacks and had their first opportunity to talk with 
exhibitors and check out the Silent Auction items. Speaking of 
the Silent Auction, then chapter raised $1,416 to support 
arboriculture education in New England! Funds for research in 
the field were raised at our Heads or Tails Raffle that earned 
$600 for the TREE Fund. Kevin Brewer was the lucky winner of 
a Sena Blue Tooth Communication Device and a Petzl Vertex 
Climbing Helmet (pictured at right) generously donated by 
conference exhibitor and sponsor, Shelter Tree Care Products! 
 

An additional $90 to support the TREE Fund was raised from 
the New England Chapter ISA annual educational tree walk, the Trek des Trees. This self-
guided walk created each year by Trek des Trees chairperson, Bear LeVangie, teaches 
participants about the local trees and earns three CEUs as well as at least one pesticide 
credit. You can participate on your own or as a team of up to four people. Points are earned 
with each correct answer and the team with the most points wins a FREE New England 
Chapter conference registration. Congratulations to team Pmorravange (Tom Morra, Mark 
Przekurat, and Melissa LeVangie) for earning the most points for the 2018 Trek! 
 

The awards luncheon on Monday is our opportunity to thank the people and organizations 
that make our yearly conference and trade show possible and to recognize the people in our 
industry that go above and beyond to spread the word of arboriculture, to ensure trees are 
safely and professionally maintained, and our members are safe when doing their jobs. 
Chapter President, Greg Lukos, presided over the ceremony. 
 

Mollie Freilicher kicked off the awards by presenting our three scholarship winners. She 
began by letting everyone know that our scholarships have been increased across the board 
to two-thousand dollars! Myles Barnes was the inaugural winner of our high school level 
scholarship awarded to high school seniors after completing one semester in an 
arboriculture program or related field. A.J. Elton received the undergraduate student 
scholarship and Jamie Lim received the graduate student scholarship. All recipients are 
students at UMASS Amherst. 
 

The ISA Harry J. Banker Gold Leaf Award was presented to the Connecticut Tree Protective 
Association for Outstanding Landscape Beautification Activities. CTPA received the award for 
creating the Veteran's Healing Garden in Rocky Hill, CT. 
 
The final award presented was for the highest honor bestowed by the New England Chapter. 
The Dr. H. Dennis P. Ryan III award is given in recognition of outstanding service in 

advancing the principles, ideals, and practices of 
arboriculture. The award is granted to a dedicated and 
active member of the Chapter who has made important 
contributions to arboriculture, either through work in the 
organization, research, education, field practice or in 
promoting the chapter. This year's award was presented 
to Bob Allen of Eversource (pictured at left). 
 
Also at the luncheon, Greg Lukos ‘passed the gavel’ to 
incoming Chapter president, Rick Harper. Thank you, 
Greg, for a great year! 
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Our conference sponsors and exhibitors were recognized and thanked. Our sponsors had the 
opportunity to directly support pre-conference workshops. Shelter Tree and Arborjet teamed 
up to sponsor the Aerial Rescue certification course, Bartlett Tree Experts sponsored the 
Mystic Seaport Tours, and Cleaves Co. sponsored the CPR and First Aid Course. In addition, 
our delicious luncheon was sponsored by Lewis Tree Service and our breakfasts and breaks 
were sponsored by National Grid, Bioforest, Lucas Tree Experts, Davey Tree Experts, and 
the Davey Resource Group. THANK YOU to these sponsors and to all of our sponsors! 
 

Monday and Tuesday were packed with education featuring three outstanding talks by 
keynote Speaker, Dr. John Ball. Participants had lots of CEU opportunities; in fact, eleven 
pesticide credits were offered over the one-and-a-half days of education. 
 

All in all, it was a fantastic conference! Thank you to all that helped to make it happen. We 
are looking forward to seeing everyone in 2019 at the Springfield Sheraton, in Springfield, 
Massachusetts October 6-8. Save the date!! 

THANK YOU TO OUR CONFERENCE SPONSORS 
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How Should We Measure Multi-
Stemmed Urban Trees? 
By Yasha Magarik, Student at the Yale School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies 

 
This fall, with funding from the NEC-ISA’s Shigo Student Support 
Fund, I presented my master’s research at two conferences in the 
Pacific Northwest (the International Urban Forestry Congress and 
the Society of American Foresters National Convention) and via live 
webinar to the Urban Ecology Collaborative (UEC). 

 
My research was conducted with funding from Yale’s Hixon Center 
for Urban Ecology and the TREE Fund, planting records and staff 
support from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, and guidance 
from Lara Roman and Jason Henning from the US Forest Service 
and Davey Institute. In order to evaluate different measurement 
techniques for trees that fork between 1’ and 4.5’ of height, we 
intensively measured 569 street trees across Philadelphia, and then 
gathered survey data from urban forestry practitioners (municipal 
foresters, NGO-affiliated urban foresters, and city-contracted 
arborists) from 12 cities in the northeastern US. We used this data 
to evaluate the different techniques—particularly D30 (diameter at 
30 cm/1’ of height), Diameter Below Fork, and i-Tree Eco’s current 
hybrid protocol—based on current practice, predictive power for crown dimensions, and surveying 
considerations. 
 
Because practitioners already use a variety of different techniques, because the methods show fairly 
similar predictive power, and because of time considerations and comparability between trees and 
across time, we recommend a simplified protocol. Ultimately, different goals will demand different 
techniques. 
 
I presented these findings (which are currently under peer review with a scientific journal) at each of 
the conferences and to the UEC—thereby reaching between 100 and 200 participants, who were a 
mixture of researchers, urban forestry professionals, arborists, and students. Audience members were 
engaged and asked a variety of questions about allometry, measurement, and the implications for 
quantifying and understanding our trees. 
 
Follow-up studies have included an article that explore the history of DBH in the US, and a shorter one 
examining the impact of “Right Tree, Right Place” on urban tree canopy (UTC) and associated 
ecosystem services in dense urban neighborhoods. I presented preliminary findings from the latter 
during the UEC webinar, and am looking forward to learning more about these important issues, even 
as I prepare for my ISA arborist certification exam and begin a career in urban forestry. 
 
I am extremely 
grateful to the New 
England Chapter of 
the ISA for supporting 
my research and my 
ability to 
communicate it to the 
broader community. 
Thank you! 
  

CALL OUT TO STUDENTS – MORE $$ FOR 2019!! 
 

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE SHIGO STUDENT SUPPORT FUND? 
The purpose of the fund is to provide grants to students 

endeavoring to deepen their knowledge of arboriculture through 
participation in conferences, workshops, and other events – up 

to $400 per request - INCREASED IN 2019 
 

DID YOU KNOW THAT WE OFFER THREE NOW $2500 SCHOLARSHIPS? 
BOTH high school and college students – CHECK IT OUT! 
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CoR Corner -  
CoR Representative: Anne-Marie Moran anne.moran@nationalgrid.com   
 
ISA MOVE UPATE 
IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOU TO KNOW! 
 
During the holiday break, ISA operations transitioned from the office in Champaign, Illinois, 
to Atlanta, Georgia, 270 Peachtree St NW, Ste1900. Beginning 26 December 2018, ISA will 
have customer support available for members and credential holders from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. EST, Monday through Friday. Call +1-217-355-9411 or 888-472-8733 (US and 
Canada only) or email isa@isa-arbor.com for assistance. ISA’s dedicated team of customer 
service professionals are ready to assist members and credential holders and, if necessary, 
elevate urgent issues to ISA leadership. 
 
ISA has established an exclusive partnership 
with a dedicated team of highly trained 
frontline personnel to manage customer care, 
payment processing and shipping services. 
Enhanced support includes warehousing, 
fulfillment, and testing translation services in 
multiple languages to benefit our members 
and credential holders worldwide. Service will 
continue without disruption during and after 
the relocation to Atlanta. 
 
These partners are located in Maryland; 
hence, some ISA communications and 
products will be sent from their facility. They 
will also be responsible for processing much 
of our incoming mail. This partnership allows 
the ISA team members in Atlanta to focus on 
ISA program delivery and support. 
 
Membership and/or certification 
payments should be mailed to ISA’s 
customer service team at: 
ISA  
PO Box 191 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701 
 
Other items should be mailed to the new 
Atlanta office at: 
ISA 
270 Peachtree St NW, Ste 1900 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
The new Atlanta-based staff is excited to begin working with you. When looking for the 
names of new staff contacts, the ISA Headquarters Staff Directory is the most up-to-date 
resource.  Let’s hope for an early spring!  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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REPORTS & NEWS 

 
CONNECTICUT:  Ken Placko kcplacko@hotmail.com  
2018 was a difficult year for the trees in the State of Connecticut.  Between snow and wind 
storms in March and May, as well as the continual invasion of emerald ash borer and gypsy 
moth, the trees took a beating.  The Hartford Current reports, “millions of Connecticut trees 

are damaged and dying from a combination of invasive pests, years of drought, old age, and major 
storms.” 
 
Even though the state on average had one of the wettest years in memory, over sixty inches, it came 
either at the wrong time of year or in major downpours varying from county to county.  According to 
Dr. Victoria Smith of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station some 28,000 to 30,000 acres in 
the State were infected by gypsy moths.  She also indicated that out of the 169 towns in Connecticut 
138 have reported emerald ash borer which she felt was on the conservative side.  
 
State Department of Energy and Environmental Protection and Transportation as well as Town Tree 
Wardens and community leaders are having discussions on finding the resources to fund this increase 
in hazardous trees along our roadways and parks.   
 
On the brighter side this is Connecticut’s 100th Anniversary of tree laws for the state.  DEEP is working 
on planning a celebration of this occasion by sponsoring a state-wide tree planting in every town 
commemorating this historic event. 
 
Some other events being sponsored this year, The Connecticut Tree Protective Association, Inc. is 
looking at having a workshop on Tree Mortality in CT on March 25, 2019.  Dr. Claire Rutledge, 
Education Committee Chair and researcher from the C.A.E.S. will be organizing this workshop and will 
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cover the history and current extent of oak and ash trees mortality.  She will also include in her 
workshop the how and when trees can be saved, how to safely remove trees that cannot be saved and 
some potential uses for the wood that resulted from being removed.  For more information you can go 
on the CTPA website:  www.CTPA.org 
 
Also events that are going on from the Tree Wardens Association of Connecticut this year are the 
Lunch and Learn workshops.  This popular workshop appears to be a success because of the mobility 
that it moves around the state and current subjects affecting Tree Wardens.   The first one this year 
will be on “Leadership and the Communication” in Wallingford on February 13, 2019.  The next Lunch 
and Learn Workshop will be on a “Tree Warden‘s Toolkit” being held July 11, 2019 – location still to be 
determined. 
 
Besides these Lunch and Learn Workshops the Tree Wardens Association has planned a number of 
other workshops and meeting.  Further information can be found by going to their website: 
www.cttreewardens.org. 
 

MASSACHUSETTS: Jonathan Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org 
Winter is here and there have been a few cold snaps with another on the way, as I write. This 
time of year, is often a great time to get caught up with all of those CEU’s. The 
Massachusetts Tree Warden and Forrester’s Assn. Conference was well attended with record 

numbers. With the absence of New England Grows there is a good chance that seating can be limited 
in other events. 
 
In Massachusetts, the EAB continues to be on the move. In 2018, an additional 21 cities and towns 
have had confirmed sightings.  The following sightings were noted:  
 Berkshire County:    North Adams and Richmond 
 Hampden County:   Westfield, Springfield and Holyoke.  
 Hampshire County:  Southampton and Belchertown        
 Middlesex County:   Pepperell, Lexington, Holliston, Chelmsford, Cambridge and Somerville. 
 Worcester County:   Lunenburg, Harvard, Sturbridge and Petersham.  
 Norfolk County:        Wellesley, Medway, Dover and Franklin.  
 
Many towns have begun to treat their larger specimen Ash trees proactively.  The Spotted Lantern Fly 
(Lycorma delicatula) continues to make its way towards Massachusetts. Although not detected in 
Massachusetts yet, what was originally found in Pennsylvania in September 2014 has since moved to 
New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware Connecticut and New York. To say the least, it is on our 
doorstep. Its preferred host is the Tree of Heaven but also has over 70 alternative hosts including 
many fruit trees. Adults are present by the middle of July and begin laying eggs by late September. 
They continue laying eggs through late November and even early December in the state of 
Pennsylvania. Adults may be found on the trunks of trees such as the Tree of Heaven or other host 
plants growing in close-proximity. The USDA states that dusk is a great time to inspect your trees or 
other host plants for signs of this pest, as the insects tend to gather in large groups on the trunks and 
stems of plants at that time of day. Egg masses may be seen during the winter. This pest can wreak 
havoc therefore it’s necessary to remain vigilant. 

 
 
MAINE: Mike Hughes hughesarborandlandmgmt@gmail.com  

 
The Maine Arborist Association (MAA) sent out a survey to assess the almost 1000 people currently 
holding the Maine Landscape Arborist certification. The goal is to understand why the current level of 
participation in the MAA hovers around 120 members. Once all of the results are in we may have a 
better understanding of where the value is for existing members and what can be done to make the 
MAA more attractive for the others as yet uninvolved.   
 
In other news, most arborists involved in Plant Health Care are gearing up for a very busy 2019 
season. The Big Four insect issues will sound familiar to most in the New England Chapter. The 
miserable browntail moth (may it never find you) will be heavy once again and is expanding its range 
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to the Portland area. Emerald ash borer now brackets Maine on all sides, and “infill” is basically a 
matter-of- time. Hemlock wooly adelgid continues to expand and decimate beautiful hemlock stands, 
directly impacting deer winter habitat. Lastly, winter moth situation shows some promise as beneficial 
predatory insects have been released. Hopefully, these will, with time help maintain this insect at 
reasonable levels. 

 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE: Lucas Beane lbeane@lucastree.com 

Winter is setting in on us here in New Hampshire, and like most years it as up and down as an 
amusement ride. This year we saw early snow storms in November, some warm weather in December, 
and now here in January we are seeing some seasonably cold weather. There are still no major 
Nor’easters in the immediate forecast, so for those of you that do not like snow, I’ve probably just 
jinxed us. 
 
Those who participate in maple sugaring are beginning to prepare 
for the upcoming season, which typically runs from mid-February to 
mid-April. NH maple sugar producers make approximately 90,000 
gallons of maple syrup each year. For the most productive tapping 
season, folks are hoping for cold nights with warm sunny days to 
maximize sap production. Maple sugaring is a long NH tradition and 
the to find more information regarding the process, events related 
to maple sugaring, and recipes check out the following website - 
http://nhmapleexperience.com/nh_syrup.php.   
 
The biggest update with the health of New Hampshire’s trees 
comes from the NH Division of Forest and Lands this quarter.  
Emerald Ash Borer has now been detected in 7 out of 10 NH 
counties. This has led to the elimination of the quarantine zones 
within the state leaving a federal quarantine zone at the state line between NH and ME. Instead, the 
state is promoting a best management practices approach to slow the spread of EAB within the state. 
One of the cornerstones of these best management practices is to only move ash wood between 
September 1 and June 1, separate ash firewood from all other wood species when transporting, and to 
have ash wood inspected by a professional before transport. More information can be found in the NH 
Division of Forest and Lands 2018 update at 
https://www.nhdfl.org/DRED/media/Documents/Forest%20Health/2018newsletterFINAL.pdf 
 

 
Rhode Island: Scott Wheeler swheeler@cityofnewport.com  
 
The Rhode Island State Arborist exams will be given on January 25th, March 29th and on or 

about the last Friday in June. Visit: http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/forestry/urban-forestry/ for 
more information on the Arborist Exam that is based on the updated ISA Manual. 
 
It has been calculated that roughly 13% of Rhode Island total forested area has been lost from the 
compounding impacts of warmer temperatures, drought, and recent insect infestations with oaks hit 
particularly hard from multiple years of gypsy moth defoliation. RIDEM, National Grid, RI Public Works 
Association, and the Rhode Island Tree Council held a November workshop on managing the 
widespread tree mortality with more trainings planned. 
 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was detected in Rhode Island this past summer. The cities of Providence, 
Newport and the State are completing EAB Response Plans. 
 
The Providence forestry program was recently accredited by the Society of Municipal Arboriculture. 
 
To engage the community in forestry and appreciation of heritage trees, the Newport Tree 
Conservancy has facilitated the professional accreditation of 19 individual arboreta on Aquidneck 
Island, far more than any other community in the world. 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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RI Tree will be conducting a free Tree and 
Shrubbery Training Workshops at the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, 399 Fruit Hill Avenue, North 
Providence, RI on Friday, April 12; 1pm-4pm and Saturday, April 20, 10am-1pm.   
 
The 54th Tree Stewards Education and Training Course will be held every Tuesday evening 6pm-8pm 
during the month of May with a skills-building workshop r on Saturday, June 1 from 10am – 1pm.  
Register on-line at www.ritree.org or by telephone at 401-764-5885.  Seating limited to 35 persons.   
 
The Trinity Catholic Church and Town of Woonsocket will co-host the 2019 Arbor Day Celebration on 
Friday, April 26.  The event will take place in the front of the church at 1225 Park Avenue, Woonsocket 
and will feature speakers, school bands, food and refreshments, and the planting of 20 shade trees.  
This special day to honor the benefits of trees is being sponsored by the RI Department of 
Environmental Management and the National Grid Companies.  The public is invited to attend.  
 
RI Tree Council has recently 
updated the list of RI 
Champion Trees.  The update 
indicates there are 143 
species champions as of 
December 31, 2018. The 
complete list of tree 
champions is now available 
for viewing at www.ritree.org.            
 

RI OAK MORTALITY 
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VERMONT: Kevin Shrader bethshrader514@gmail.com 
 

Congratulations to Danielle Fitzko, on her appointment as the new director of the Division 
of Forests in the Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation. In addition to her many 
accomplishments in leading the Urban and Community Forestry Program, Danielle is an ISA Certified 
Arborist and past member of New England Chapter Board of Directors. While on the Board she 
coordinated the CEU program for the region. Danielle recently completed the Agency of Natural 
Resources’ Leadership and Management Program and is also a Vermont Licensed Forester, and a 
Vermont Certified Public Manager. Sam Schneski was also recently appointed Windham County 
Forester. Join me in congratulating Danielle and Sam in their new positions serving Vermont forests 
and communities.  

Save the date of May 2, 2019 for the Vermont Arbor Day Conference at the Vermont College of 
Fine Arts in Montpelier. The Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program hosts a one-day 
conference held in honor of Arbor Day and all of the hardworking professionals and stewards that care 
for our community trees. 

The Vermont Arbor Day Conference welcomes the stewards of Vermont's urban trees and community 
forests to enhance their technical skills, discuss relevant topics in urban forestry, and network with 
professionals and volunteers engaged in urban and community forestry. The conference also 
celebrates Vermont's Arbor Day with a proclamation and recognition of Vermont Tree Stewards 
Awards and Tree City, Tree Line, and Tree Campus designations. 

Nominations for the Vermont Tree Stewards Award are open until March 31, 2019. Each year the 
Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program and Council sponsors the Vermont Tree Steward 
Awards as a way to recognize our state's urban and community forestry champions. You are 
encouraged to submit nominations in the categories of Tree Warden, Leaders, Unsung Hero, Volunteer 
group/community and Youth/Student. Please see the website 
https://vtcommunityforestry.org/programs-0/awards/tree-steward-awards for additional information 
on each category.  

As Emerald Ash Borer continue to be a concern in Vermont, a resource for updates is available. The 
notification system alerts you when an update has been made to the Emerald Ash Borer Infested Area 
Map or when other important information relating to EAB in Vermont becomes available. To sign up for 
updates complete the information at 
https://list.vermont.gov/mailman/listinfo/anr.eabinfestedareamap. 
 
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING ISA 
CERTIFIED? 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS ON THE TYPES 
OF CERTIFICATIONS AND HOW TO START THE 

CERTIFICATION PROCES TODAY!! 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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THE TREE FUND UPDATE 
By Heather Leff for Chris Donnelly – NEC-ISA TREE Fund Liaison 
 
Crowning Achievements  
Research on Fighting Tree Diseases with Non-Chemical Compounds - 
Urban trees are susceptible to various pathogenic fungi and bacteria that, if 
uncontrolled, can result in high mortality rates. Agrochemicals are primarily 
used to control these diseases, but present their own problems. 
 

Systemic induced resistance (SIR) is a resistance mechanism in plants that is 
activated by exposure to a disease (same concept as a vaccine). SIR-inducing compounds have been 
developed and show promise as a non-chemical disease-management strategy for trees.  
  

In the study, “Systemic induced resistance to control root and foliar diseases of urban trees” Dr. Glynn 
Percival (R.A Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory, University of Reading, U.K.) sought to evaluate the efficacy 
of a variety of these compounds and determine specifics such as timing, dosage, frequency, and duration of 
resistance.  
 

The research indicated that using a SIR product (provided that at least three spray applications were applied 
during the growing season) reduced disease severity by about 60%. Thus, application of an appropriate SIR 
compound may provide a useful addition to existing methods of foliar and root disease management in 
trees.  
Dr. Percival has continued to explore using non-chemical methods and novel compounds to reduce tree 
disease severity and enhance resistance. Read more about his TREE-Fund supported projects in this area in 
the research archives of the TREE Fund website. 
 
2019 Tour des Trees – September 16-20, 2019 
Registration for this year’s Tour opens February 1 on the Tour des Trees page of our website. 
 
Grant Applications Update 
Applications for the following TREE Fund grant and scholarship programs are open January 15 through 
March 15, 2019: 
• $25,000 Hyland R. Johns Grant 
• $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 U t i l i t y Arborist Research Fund Grant 
• $5,000 Ohio Chapter ISA Education Grant 
• A l l s c h o l a r s h i p s ($3,000 to $5,000) 
Please note that a Letter of Inquiry is now part of the research grant application process, so we recommend 
starting the application process early. Get more details and instructions on the TREE Fund website. 
 

Volunteer Spotlight: Will Nutter  
Please join us in celebrating Wilbur Nutter of Wright Tree Service as our outstanding volunteer in December. 
Will has been a TREE Fund Trustee since 2015 and is currently a very active member of our Audit and 
Finance Committee and Development Committee. Will is a true champion of TREE Fund, long advocating for 
us within the tree care and vegetation management industries. He was instrumental in securing a ten-year 
partnership with Wright Tree Service, an important collaboration that helped endow the John Wright 
Memorial Scholarship Fund that supports a national annual scholarship for arboriculture students. Thank 
you, Will, for the many things you do for TREE Fund! 
 

Webinars – Next February 5th  
Register today for The Salt Dilemma: Growing Better Urban Trees in Northern Climates, featuring 
James Urban, FASLA (Urban Tree + Soil), Andrew Millward, PhD (Ryerson University), and Adam Nicklin 
(PUBLIC WORK). Can urban trees and city winter weather protocols peacefully co-exist? Join us for a 
discussion of the latest research findings related to success-fully growing trees under these conditions.  
Pre-registration is highly recommended. Earn 1.0 CEU from ISA, SAF, NALP or LACES for the live broadcast. 
Go to Visit https://treefund.org/webinars to get more information, see upcoming webinars, and watch past 
broadcasts. 
 
Research Report 
TREE Fund has featured New England Chapter Member, Dr. Brian Kane, and his latest research in their 
newsletter. See page 5; link below. 
 
Click here for the FULL copy of thr current issue of the Tree Press. Or go to www.treefund.org  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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Essex Tech. Arboriculture Update 
By Junior Class 
 
So far this year the weather and minimal snowfall has allowed us to continue our outside 
projects without interruption. (Sorry if we jinxed it.) We have been working on both off-
campus and on-campus projects as well as visiting arboricultural companies and attending 
industry conferences.  
 

Projects this fall include: Reduction and 
structural pruning of a mature black walnut at 
Endicott Park in Danvers to remove large 
interior sucker growth and pruning spreading 
lateral branches. The sophomore class 
learned how to thin and crown clean pin oaks 
to reduce their density and increase light and 
air to the whole tree. All classes learned 
about tree removal, by either rigging from 
the bucket truck, removal by climbing, and 
observing removal by cranes. Mayer Tree 
Service allowed us to observe their Fallbach 
and Sennebogen tree removal equipment in 
action by removing numerous large-diameter 
trees in one morning. We also observed their 
whole tree grapple feed chipper in action.   

 
We are now in the process of learning how to process 
trees, using our new Wood-mizer portable sawmill.  
We are processing the logs from our removals into 
rough cut lumber for school building projects and for 
use by our carpentry and building trades 
departments. The school is focused on waste 
reduction and creating new opportunities for the 
Natural Resource and Arboriculture students. The 
school has partnered with Black Earth Compost in 
Manchester, MA, to re-purpose our animal and 
compostable school waste into high quality compost 
and mulch. 
 
The Junior and Senior students are becoming eligible 
for Coop. Co-operative education is an opportunity 
for our students to work for organizations within their 
chosen area of study, as part of their learning process. Students who meet the 
requirements can go to work during the school days they would normally be in their career 
area, through this program the students are exposed to real life work experiences as part of 
their education. The students are currently working for arborists, landscapers, grounds 
managers, and nursery garden centers. 
 
We would like to thank the following companies for sharing their expertise with us by 
hosting fieldtrips and site visits and COOP placements for our students: Shelter Tree Care 
Products, Mayer Tree Service, Altec, Mass Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association, Cicoria 
Tree Service, Barrett Tree Service, JC Grounds Management, Wolf Hill Nursery, Northeast 
Nursery, Corliss Bros. Nursery, and Towns of Danvers and Methuen DPW. 
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2019 OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT – Rick Harper 
rharper@eco.umass.edu 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT – Heather Green 
heather.green.94@gmail.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT – Sara Sankowich 
sankowich@unitil.com   
 
PAST PRESIDENT – Greg Lukos 
glukos@hvmaster.com  
 
TREASURER – Dean Charter 
dean_charter@verizon.net  
 
SECRETARY – Mollie Freilicher 
secretary@newenglandisa.org  
 
ISA CoR REPRESENTATIVE – 
Anne-Marie Moran 
anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  
 
CERTIFICATION LIAISON – Julie 
Coop julie.coop@mass.gov   
 
CONNECTICUT REP – Ken Placko 
kcplacko@hotmail.com  
 
MAINE REP – Mike Hughes  
hughesarborandlandmgmt.com  
 
MASSACHUSETTS REP – Jonathan 
Webb jwebb@mountauburn.org 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE REP – Lucas 
Beane  
lbeane@lucastree.com 
 
RHODE ISLAND REP – Scott 
Wheeler 
swheeler@cityofnewport.com  
  
VERMONT REP – Kevin Shrader 
bandkshr@comcast.net  
 
TCC CHAIRPERSON – Bruce Duffy 
arboristbduffy@gmail.com   
 
TREE FUND LIAISON – Chris 
Donnelly 
chris.donnelly@ct.gov 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS –  
Mollie Freilicher & Heather Leff 
 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES - 
Kristina Bezanson 
kbezanson@umass.edu 
 
Dave Lefcourt 
dlefcourt@bcambridgema.gov  
 
Doak Marasco 
doak.marasco@davey.com  
 
John Parry 
jparry@fs.fed.us 
 
Brian Salas 
brian.salas@eversource.com 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Heather Leff 
heather@newenglandisa.org
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FOREPERSON/BUCKET TRUCK DRIVER 
CENTRAL NJ 

 
 

 

 
LANDSCAPE MANAGER | TREE 
CLIMBER/BUCKET OPERATOR | 
ENTRY LEVEL TREE WORKER 

GLOUCESTER, MA 
 

 
CLIMBER | PLANT HEALTHCARE 
TECHNICIAN | GROUND WORKER 

PETERBOTOUGH, NH 
 

 
Clean Earth Matters is looking for an 
experienced, motivated individual to join their 
team as Foreman in the Central NJ area. Class 
A or B CDL is required.  Forward Applications 
to:laurie@cleanearthmattersllc.com 

 
 

Cape Ann Tree Service is seeking a 
Landscape Manager, a tree climber/bucket 
operator, and an entry level tree worker.  
Go to: www.capeanntree.com for more 
information  

 Broad Oak Tree and Shrub Care is 
seeking a climber, a plant healthcare 
technician and a ground worker. Send 
resume to grow@broadoaktree.com or call 
603-673-1513 

CLIMBERS | ENTRY LEVEL TREE 
WORKERS | FIELD SAFETY OFFICER | 
FORMEN | ROAD MECHANICVARIOUS 

NEW ENGLAND LOCATIONS
 

 
CONSULTING UTILITY ARBORIST 

VARIOUS NEW ENGLAND 
LOCATIONS 

 

 
ARBORISTS | PLANT HEALTH CARE 

TECHNICIANS | TRAINEES 
FOXBORO, MA 

 
Lucas Tree Experts is seeking climbers in 
various location, entry level tree workers in 
various locations, a field safety officer for 
Norwich, CT, and foremen for various location. 
To apply: 
https://www.lucastree.com/join/currentopenings/  

 ACRT is seeking Consulting Utility 
Arborists for various locations in New 
England. Visit http://www.careers.acrt.com 
for more details and to apply.   

 Tree Tech is seeking Arborists, Plant Health 
Care Technicians, and Trainees. Visit 
www.treetech.com or email John Haehnel at 
johnh@treetechinc.net  

 
 

ALL LEVEL (ENTRY TO EXPERT) 
ARBORICULTURAL POSITIONS 

GREATER BOSTON  
 

 

  
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

COORDINATOR FOR FORESTRY 
TRAINING 

NEW YORK, NY 
 

  
VARIOUS POSITIONS 

HOLLISTON, MA 
 
 

 
Barrett Tree East is seeking all level (entry to 
expert) arboricultural positions. Call at (617) 
616-5281 or email jobs@barretttreeeast.com to 
set up an appointment to fill out an application. 

 City of New York Parks and Recreation 
is seeking a Project Development 
Coordinator for Forestry Training. To 
Apply:Click here to apply: Project 
Development Coordinator for Forestry 
Training OR Go to 
nyc.gov/careers/search and search for Job 
ID# 376518. 

 Tree Specialists is seeking: Arborist 
Trainees, Climbing Arborists, Plant 
Healthcare Arborist, Crew Leader Arborist, 
Supervising Production Arborist.   
Please e-mail resume and cover letter 
to:hkonowitz@treespecialists.com or call 
508-429-8733 to set up an interview. 

 
AERIAL LIFT OPERATOR 

DUXBURY, MA 
 

  
VIEW DETAILED JOB POSTINGS 

ON OUR WEBSITE
  

  
POST YOUR JOBS HERE 

 
 

The Town of Duxbury is seeking an Aerial 
Lift Operator. To Apply go to 
https://www2.appone.com/Search/Search.a
spx?ServerVar=townofduxbury.appone.co
m  

   WANT TO POST A JOB IN OUR 
NEWSLETTER OR ON OUR 
WEBSITE? EMAIL: 
heather@newenglandisa.org   

NEW ENGLAND JOB OPPORTUNITIES  
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AREA ISA CERTIFICATION EXAMS 
Date  Location City, State 
Mar 2  MA Hort Society         Wellesley, MA 
Mar 26  DCR West Reg HQ     Pittsfield, MA 
April 13  UMASS Amherst        Amherst, MA 
April 19  UMAINE         Orono, ME 
June 1  BCAHS          Dighton, MA 
June 14 Town Offices         Norway, ME 
July 30  VT Fish & Wildlife  Essex Junction, VT 
Aug 23  Town Offices         Norway, ME 
Oct 6  Springfield Sheraton  Springfield, MA 
Dec 6  UMAINE         Orono, ME 
For information and scheduling of ISA exams in New 
England, contact Julie Coop at julie.coop@mass.gov.  
 

IMPORTANT 2019  
NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER DATES 

 
March 19, 2019 – Tree and Shrub Modern Pruning 
Techniques – Vermeer Northeast, Hopkinton, MA 
 
April 19, 2019 – Ascent Workshop, Shelter Tree 
Care Products, N. Attleboro, MA 
 
October 6-8, 2019 – New England ISA Conference 
& Trade Show – Exhibitors and Sponsors 

ISA Exams 
CPR, AED & First Aid 
Tree Tour 
Mark Chisholm Pre-Conference Workshop 

 
WINTER HAPPENINGS (EARN CEUs) 
For complete listing & for more detailed 
information, visit our CALENDAR at 
www.newenglandisa.org/events  
 

Feb 5 TREE Fund Webinar – The Salt Dilemma: 
Growing Better Urban Trees in Northern 
Climates 

 

Feb 7  Spotted Lanternfly Conference (UMASS 
Extension) 

 

Feb 7 Urban Forestry Today Noontime Webinar – 
Dos and Don’ts of Managing a Municipal Tree 
Nursery 

 

Feb 13 Tick Talk Webinar 
 

Feb 13 Wildland Fire Ecology in MA and Beyond – 
Cohasset, MA 

 

Feb 19-22 ASCA Consulting Academy 
 

Feb 22 Tree Health Update Workshop – Cape Cod 
 

Feb 23 ASTI EHAP Workshop 
 

Feb 24-Mar 1 Municipal Forestry Institute 
 

Feb 26 Cape Code Landscape Association Professional 
Education Seminar & Trade Show 

 

Feb 26 CTSP Workshop and EXAM 

NEC-ISA 
P.O. Box 435 
Norwell, MA 02061 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WHEN & WHERE  
Upcoming Calendar WINTER Events 2019 
 
 

Share your experiences… 
Do you have a story to share? Something for our Safety First section? Something 
else related to arboriculture? We encourage you to submit an article (500 words)  
for the newsletter. If your article is selected, you will receive a $100 thank you! 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Contact heather@newenglandisa.org for more information. 
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