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50TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE & TRADESHOW 

 EARLY BIRD PRICING ENDS SOON! 
 

NOVEMBER 6-8, 2016 – HILTON BURLINGTON – BURLINGTON, VERMONT 

 

Join us at the Hilton in beautiful Burlington, Vermont, for a great weekend of arboriculture 

education. You will have an opportunity to network with New England arborists and earn 

ISA, CTSP, MCA, SAF, and pesticide credits! REGISTER TODAY! 
 

Check Out These Pre-Conference Events 

Saturday, November 5th  

1-5 - CPR/AED & First Aid Re-Certification Course 
 

Sunday, November 6th  

9-12 & 1-4 – Chainsaw Teardown - Register Here 

10-12 & 2-4 – Trees of Burlington Bus Tour - Register Here  

11-12:15 & 1-2:15 – Joseph C. McNeal Generation Station Tour - 

Register Here  
 

The Conference Includes:  

 Keynote Speaker Tim Ayers talks about Improving Performance and OSHA Citations 

 Kevin Smith discusses Ice Storm Damage and Wood Decay Fungi 

 Joseph Murry will present on Trees and Turf and Shared Biology 
 

Annual Trek Des Trees Education Walk - Earn 3 CEUs and 1 Pesticide Credit - Complete it by 

the end of conference - Win a free conference registration! Register Here 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Plus much, much more; see our website for a detailed list of top-notch speakers. 
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Pre-Order your 

commemorative 

conference vest 
 

WE WANT YOUR OLD PHOTOS – we would 
like to show 50 years of arboriculture in a 

photo presentation. Photos can be mailed 
to P.O. Box 435, Norwell MA or emailed to 
heather@newengalndisa.org.  
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

By Brian Sullivan  

 

I hope all of you are healthy and happy as we 

experience another seasonal transition. The change 

from summer to fall may be the one of the things I 

love must about living in New England. Parts of New 

England are experiencing below average precipitation 

and it’s a good thing that the trees are so resilient.  

All the trees have so many variables working against 

them. I’m 

relieved to know 

that they are 

pre-adapted to 

handle many 

stresses and 

they have 

arborists like you caring for them.  
 

On behalf of the entire New England Chapter I would 

like to extend a much deserved congratulations to New 

England’s Melissa LeVangie for receiving one of ISA’s 

2016 Awards of Distinction. The Awards of Distinction 

were presented Sunday, August 14, during the 

opening ceremony of the ISA’s 92nd Annual 

International Conference and Trade Show, held in Fort 

Worth, Texas. Melissa LeVangie received the 2016 

Millard F. Blair Exceptional Contribution to Practical 

Arboriculture Award. 
   
As always, please keep in touch with the ISA 

(www.isa-arbor.com ) and the New England Chapter 

(www.newenglandisa.org ). Both websites are great 

resources to find the latest events, workshops, and 

CEU opportunities.   
 

Finally - don’t forget to carve out some time to attend 

the New England Chapter’s 50th Annual Conference this 

November in Burlington Vermont November 6-8, 2016. 
  

COR Corner 

YOUR NEW ENGLAND COR REP IS ANNE-MARIE MORAN 
SHE REPRESENTS YOU TO THE ISA BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  

LET HER KNOW WHAT YOU THINK 
INFO@NEWENGLANDISA.ORG  

The Council of Rep had our annual meeting in Fort Worth, TX, on 
Sunday August 14th, just prior to the ISA conference. There were 
30 of us there along with all of the ISA Board members and many 
staff members. Lots of good conversation was had around the top 
2 “needs” of all the Chapters/Components! Those needs being: 
Promoting the Profession and Public Awareness. 
We began with ISA staff sharing the tools and strategies ISA 
offers to address these two needs for Components. Our morning 

concluded with roundtable discussions on additional ways that 
components and ISA could have a positive impact promoting 
arborists and raising awareness. 
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PERPETUAL DROUGHT: THE “NEW NORMAL” FOR URBAN 

TREES? 
By Rick Harper 
 
Perhaps to no-one’s surprise, according to the National Drought Mitigation Center’s Drought Monitor, here in 
Massachusetts we have been experiencing a pretty serious drought this summer. As of mid-August, the 
entire state of Massachusetts has been classified as being in some state of a drought, with sections of the 
state actually being considered in an “extreme” state (D3). Not to be confused with simply high 
temperatures alone – of which there have been plenty this summer – drought conditions relate more 
specifically to the state of an extended period of dryness in the environment, which of course may be 
facilitated by periods of hot weather and low humidity. More formally defined, a drought is a moisture deficit 
bad enough to have social, environmental or economic effects. While certainly there are other areas of the 
nation in an even more severe state of drought (parts of California are considered “D4” or in an 
“exceptional” state) than we are here in the Northeast, there remain some very important considerations as 

it relates to the environment around us. 
  
Here in the Northeast, the growing seasons of 2010 and 2012 have been considered the hottest growing 
seasons on record, with precipitation levels that were more than 50% below normal (i.e. drought-like 
conditions) in some of those years. As early as July, even mature established trees looked like their leaves 
had been burned with a torch. This sent many species – especially those that were already declining or 
stressed due to other factors – into a more rapid state of decline and in select circumstances, even 
immediate death. That following spring, both municipal and private sector tree care specialists were faced 
with specimen after specimen of urban trees simply not leafing out, or attempting to make one last spring 
“flush” before running the last lap of the mortality spiral. Since growing seasons are not isolated but rather 
woven together like the pages of a book, we know that the effects associated with an acute extreme heat-
drought situation like that of the 2010 season may be expressed by plants some 5 – 10 years after the 

initial event (George Hudler, Ph.D., Cornell University). Therefore, we should look at the drought conditions 
that we are currently experiencing this season not as an isolated event, but more of a furtherance of the 
serious stress event that our trees have already experienced in recent years. 
  
Whether we care for miles of streets and acres of parks populated with trees or one important specimen on 
our property, the question remains: what do we do? Like any well thought-out approach, the answer should 
combine careful monitoring and prescription treatment (to the degree resources allow) with special attention 
being given to the patients that may need it most: new plantings and drought-sensitive species like 
ornamental cherries (Prunus spp.), certain maples (Acer saccharum, Acer palmatum), eastern hemlock 
(Tsuga canadensis), katsura (Cercidiphyllum japonicum), yellowwood (Cladrastis kentukea) and amelanchier 
(Amelanchier spp.) to name a few.  

  
As we may know, both allelopathic-generated antagonism from certain turfgrass species and competition for 
resources like water and nutrients with other plants can be a detriment to tree root populations, so we need 
to make sure that vegetation within the vicinity of the base of the tree is not present as a competitive 
factor. Researchers and practitioners alike have long advocated the use of 2-3 inches of mulch around trees 
(but not contacting the actual stem) as another important method to help preserve soil moisture in the 
vicinity of the tree roots. Repeated field observations from University faculty has also led to the 
recommendation to use larger nugget-type mulch, rather than finely shredded-mulches that may be prone 
to “knit” together, forming a hydrophobic barrier in the landscape.  
  
When it comes to watering – the essential ingredient in combatting drought stress – it is ideally 
administered slowly, like a steady rainfall. The use of a gator bag (a perforated, synthetic bag that 

disseminates an even flow of water) on appropriately sized trees aids this process tremendously, as does the 
use of a drip irrigation system on larger specimens. Sampling to a depth of 12-18 inches with a soil core 
sampler or moisture meter will help to ensure that water is reaching the appropriate depths and give the 
manager a better idea as to the timing of watering. Additionally, in drought-like conditions, administering 
supplemental water to new plantings that are in a site for up to 5 years (depending on the specimen and 
site conditions) may be necessary AND it may be necessary to extend the supplemental watering period into 
the fall months (October). It is also important to note that whether dealing with young or mature tree 
specimens, common tree maintenance activities (like pruning and fertilizing) should only be implemented 
selectively, in very specific situations – if at all, when under drought conditions. (cont’d page: 10) 
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David C. Hawkins, Consulting Arborist 
Certified Arborist for over 35 years 

 Tree and Landscape Appraisals 

 Expert Witness Services 

 Arboriculture Educational Programs 

 Tree Risk Assessments 

 Street Tree Inventories   

 Ornamental and Shade Tree Maintenance 
CERTIFICATIONS 

 MCA # 1425· RI Licensed Arborist # 696  

 ISA # NE-0541-B (Board Cert. Master Arborist)  

 American Society of Consulting Arborists Member  

 Mass. Tree Warden’s and Foresters Assn. Exec. 
Board 

 Tree Care Industry Association CTSP #959 
EDUCATION 

 Stockbridge School of Agriculture - AS  1980 – 
Arboriculture & Landscape Operations  

 University of Massachusetts - BS  1988 – Urban 
Forestry 

 State University of NY-Syracuse - MS  1994 – 
Forest Resource Management/Urban Forestry 

154 Buffam Road, Pelham, Massachusetts, 01002 

(413) 253-4266 office/fax · (413) 237-5106 mobile 

· email: dhawkufs@comcast.net · 

www.ufstrees.com 
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SAFETY FIRST! – SAFE CLIMBING PRACTICES 
By BRIAN KANE 

 

One of the most important aspects of 

safely and efficiently working in a tree is 

the tie-in point. A good tie-in point 

makes it much easier to move around 

and position yourself for working, 

whether it’s pruning, cabling, rigging, or 

removal.  

Two factors to consider when choosing a 

tie-in point are its location and its load-

bearing capacity. Unless you will work 

only in a single location in the tree’s 

crown, most of the time a high branch 

union located in the center of the crown 

gives you the best advantage for moving 

throughout the tree. It makes it much 

easier to move laterally and gives you better comfort to position yourself for working. A 

comfortable, secure work position means you’ll be less likely to rush through the task or do 

it haphazardly, which makes it less likely that you’ll make a mistake leading to injury (to 

you, a co-worker, or a bystander) or property damage.  

The tie-in point must also have enough load-bearing capacity not to fail under expected (or 

unexpected) loads. There are several important points to consider. First, failure occurs when 

the applied load exceeds the load-bearing capacity; even if the branch union is strong, a 

large enough load will cause it to fail. The worst-case scenario for loading would occur when 

a climber unexpectedly fell and caused a shock load on the rope. To avoid this 

circumstance, do not climb above the tie-in point and do not have excessive slack in the 

rope when moving around the tree. Falling even a small distance can produce a large shock 

load; depending on how one is tied in, this could dramatically increase the load on the 

branch union. If your rope is positioned outside of the branch union, or if the branch you’re 

tied-in to is at an angle, there’s also a bending force that can be much larger than just your 

weight. Avoiding falls and bending forces, which increase the load on the branch union, can 

be addressed by thoughtful climbing.  

The load-bearing capacity of the union is based on its size and the material strength. A two-

inch diameter branch has a much smaller load-bearing capacity than a 4-inch diameter 

branch. Similarly, branches on strong-wooded trees like oaks and hickories have greater 

load-bearing capacity than those of weak-wooded trees like willows and poplars. However, a 

4-inch diameter willow branch has a much greater load-bearing capacity than a 2-inch 

diameter hickory branch:  size is more important than material strength. The load-bearing 

capacity also depends on the presence of defects. Weakly-attached branches have about 

half the load-bearing capacity as those with a good union; decay or cracks reduce load-

bearing capacity, too. It’s critical to inspect the tie-in point very carefully before climbing. 

This may be difficult to do from the ground (even with binoculars, you can’t see the upper 

surface of a branch, and there could be a cavity and decay). If you’re using a throwline to 

access the tree, choose the tie-in point conservatively. A bounce test gives you some insight 

about whether the union has adequate load-bearing capacity, but at a climbing competition 

this summer, a climber fell about 25 feet when the union he chose as a tie-in point failed. 

The climber had performed bounce tests prior to ascending, so this method is not fool-proof. 

We work in a dangerous profession, but there are things we can do to reduce the odds of 

having an incident. Please work safely! 
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OUR RESPONSIBILITY AS STEWARDS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
An Opinion Piece By Jon Hanisko 

 
There is a debate waging at a local level in Maine and there is no avoiding it. Pesticides, or poisons as 
they are affectionately called, are being called to the carpet for their impact on the environment.  
 

Much like religion or politics, there are passionate, unwavering opinions on the topic that travel to 
both ends of the spectrum, and those opinions seemingly cannot be changed. I have sat for countless 
hours listening to public testimony on Pesticide Ordinances (which have recently passed). No one 

person seems to be completely right or completely wrong. 
 

The intent of this article is not to push my opinion or agenda, but simply remind us all that we are, 

and have chosen to be, stewards of the environment. We, as Arborists, have many tools at our 
disposal to protect and maintain the health of trees, whether it be for aesthetics, function, or public 
safety. These tools are used in a very public manner such as in front yards, public parks, and schools. 
 

As I sat in the town council meetings I mentioned earlier, I listened closely to those very much in 
favor of a pesticide-free community. Their reasoning was not based on science or statistics. They did 
not discuss the LD50 of products or their efficacy. They instead testified to successful organic 
gardening in their own yards, the writings of Rachel Carson, the decline of the bee colony, no doubt 
caused entirely by neonicotinoids, and the safety of their children, their children’s children, and their 

children’s children’s children. Though their concerns were all valid, their points were quite often based 
on misinformation, partial truths, and quite honestly, opinions. 
 

My long winded point is, we need to, as professionals and leaders in our industry, continue to make 
every effort to read labels, abide by pesticide law, and make smart applications to protect trees and 
lawns, ourselves, and the public. We need to eliminate “bad looks” and when approached by a 
passerby with questions, take the time to answer them completely and politely, and perhaps even 
direct them to where they can find more information. And when time permits EDUCATE them. Tell 
them about Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and how we use different tools to minimize our 

impact. 
 

Are pesticides the only answer? No, but they are a valuable means towards maintaining the health of 

plants. Those opposed to pesticides need to understand that we too care about the environment, and 
our pets, and our children. That we want to live in a safe and healthy community where pollinators 
keep everything working, and the landscape is safe to the public and pleasant to look at for 
generations to come.   
 
 

2016 Workshops and 50th Annual Conference & Tradeshow 
 
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST PREPARATORY COURSE  - Mark Duntemann  

October 19-21, 2016 – Acton, MA - $175 
Mark Duntemann returns for this three-day course that will instruct on the 
sixteen components of the ISA Arborists’ Certification Study Guide.  The 
goal of the course is to prepare participants to take the ISA Certified 
Arborist exam. To register, see our website or click here. 

 
NEW ENGLAND ISA 50TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE & TRADESHOW Safety, Communication & 

Professionalism – November 5-8, 2016 – Hilton Burlington, Burlington, VT - Join us to 
celebrate 50 YEARS! Tim Ayers, Intren Director of Safety & Quality, is the Keynote 
Speaker. Kevin Smith, Mark Przekurat, and Joe Murray, to name few, will be presenting 
this year! Also Tree Tours, CPR/AED & First Aid, Chainsaw Teardown, and the ISA 
Certification Exams!  Want to Sponsor or Exhibit at this event? Go to our website for 
details.  
Want to register for the conference? Register here. 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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http://newenglandisa.org/files/2016/2016_MediaPackage.pdf
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=iwcbgpcab&oeidk=a07ech3gv4v187cf09a
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LEVEL 3 TREE RISK ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP  
WITH MARK DUNTEMANN – A SUCCESS! 
 
The New England Chapter was happy to be able to offer a Level 3 

Tree Risk Assessment workshop at the Hanover Inn at Dartmouth 

College in Hanover, New Hampshire on August 18-19, 2016.  This 

comprehensive, two-day workshop covered risk theory and 

methods of non-invasive site/tree assessment and diagnosis as 

well as hands-on use of a range of invasive diagnostic tools. It is 

easy to say the workshop was a huge success with 26 attendees, 

great instruction, and a gorgeous location, but I thought the words 

of an attendee of the course would make a larger impact: 
 
”I wanted to take a minute to let you know that last week’s TRAQ workshop lead by Mark Duntemann was 
fantastic.  Mark is a wonderful teacher and his Italian arborist associates added a lot to the program as well.  I try 
to attend a fair amount of events and generally seek out educational opportunities to further my arboricultural 
knowledge. This was by far one of the better uses of my time in recent memory.  Mark and his team made quite 
an impression.  He’s knowledgeable, presents information clearly and is a quality representative of our 
profession.” – Keith Bernard, Barrett Tree Service 
 
If you are interested in the Tree Risk Assessment Qualification or this Level 3 Tree Risk Assessment Workshop 
offered by Mark, please contact heather@newenglandisa.org  to get these courses and more onto the 2017 NE 
Chapter calendar.   
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(Perpetual Drought Continued from p 4) 

Finally, keeping an eye on trees after they have been “nursed through” a tough growing season is 
critical. Canopy thinning and premature leaf drop in following seasons are symptoms that may indicate 
that the tree continues to suffer the effects of a drought event. Additionally, certain insect and disease 
pests of importance may be more attracted to a tree that has been stressed by an event such as 
drought.  These factors combine to make routine monitoring – and good record keeping – all the more 

important. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
By Rick W. Harper, Ext. Asst. Professor – Urban & Community Forestry. 

For more information, readers are encouraged to access the U.S. Drought Monitor map which is jointly 
produced by the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the U.S. Department of Agriculture at 
http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu.   This site synthesizes many drought indicators into a single map 
that identifies areas of the country that are abnormally dry (D0), in moderate drought (D1), in severe 
drought (D2), extreme drought (D3) and exceptional drought (D4).  
 
The NEC-ISA is offering $100 to the ambitious person who would like to undertake writing an article (500 words) 
for our newsletter. It can be anything related to arboriculture—a story you would like to share. All participation 
encouraged. Contact Heather Leff to discuss.   

 

The Status of the 

Drought in  

New England as of  
Sept. 22, 2016 

Legend: 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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STATE REPORTS & NEWS 

 CCOONNNNEECCTTIICCUUTT::    CChhaarrlliiee  IIsseelliinn  cchhaarrlliieeiisseelliinn@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett 
 
Summer went by rather quickly but the cooler weather is welcome. All we need now is some rain. 
 
Our “moderate drought,” as they are calling it, seems to be to be some of the driest conditions that I 
can remember. The creeks are all dry and there is no mud to be found on my morning rides and runs 
in the woods. When you are driving the roads of Connecticut you can’t help but notice all the drought-
stressed trees. Many of the over-pruned trees along utility lines have given up all together.  

 
The other big issue our trees have to deal with this summer is the large areas of defoliation due to 
gypsy moth larvae. I assured a lot of my clients that most of the trees would grow a second set of 
leaves by late July. This did not happen. At best, some grew dwarfed leaves about ¼ of the size of the 

originals. I assume this was due to the lack of water. It will be interesting to see what happens this 
spring. 
 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) continues its march across our state as we witness the loss of thousands 
of ash trees. Most towns seem almost completely unprepared for this and will certainly be struggling 
with ways to fund the massive costs of removals. 
 
On September 22nd, our own Bud Neal and Claire Rutledge once again held a hands-on workshop on 
EAB in the town of Monroe. This event was geared toward professionals and homeowners alike.  

 
From our State Capital, The Pollinator Protection Act passed and now, effective immediately, 
Imidacloprid is now a restricted use pesticide. Stores, however, are allowed to sell off their stock. 
 
On October 6th, the Tree Wardens Association will be holding a safety workshop in Litchfield and on 
October 26th the Connecticut Urban Forest Council will be holding a seminar on the effects of climate 

change on the urban forest. This will be in Southington at the Aqua Turf.   

 
As always, you can go to the CTPA website (www.ctpa.org) for more information on these and other 
opportunities. 
 
Wishing you all a safe and prosperous fall season and I hope to see all of you at the New England 
Chapter’s 50th Annual Conference in Vermont (Nov 5-8, 2016). 
 

 MMAASSSSAACCHHUUSSEETTTTSS::  RRiicckk  HHaarrppeerr  rrhhaarrppeerr@@eeccoo..uummaassss..eedduu 

 

With Autumn around the corner and everyone talking about the extreme drought/heat conditions that 
came about this summer (for many of us it was indeed a stretch to say that we even received 50% of 
the actual rainfall that we were supposed to) here are some important resources folks should keep in 

mind regarding drought, weather, and the care of ornamental trees and shrubs: 
 
The Northeast Regional Climate Center (NRCC) works with federal, state, local, and academic partners 
to facilitate and enhance the collection, dissemination and use of climate data and information, as well 

as to monitor and assess climatic conditions and impacts in the twelve-state, northeastern region of 
the United States. Its activities are intended to further the economic efficiency and general welfare of 
public and private institutions and individuals in the region. Their online resources feature a variety of 
tools to help individuals and organizations contend and even manage for weather trends and 
phenomena. The Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI), for example, is a tool that was developed 
primarily for defining and monitoring drought. It allows an analyst to determine the rarity of a drought 

at a given time scale (temporal resolution) of interest for any rainfall station with historic data. It can 
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 University of Massachusetts - BS  1988 – Urban 
Forestry 

 State University of NY-Syracuse - MS  1994 – 
Forest Resource Management/Urban Forestry 

154 Buffam Road, Pelham, Massachusetts, 01002 

(413) 253-4266 office/fax · (413) 237-5106 mobile 

· email: dhawkufs@comcast.net · 

www.ufstrees.com 
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mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
http://www.ctpa.org/
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also be used to determine periods of anomalously wet events. The drought page offers a weekly 

update of the current drought including conditions and impacts, as well as precipitation anomalies and 
records. The Quarterly Outlooks are reports which are published in March, June, September, and 
December, that feature recent weather events, climate anomalies, regional impacts, and a climate 

outlook. Check  out the NRCC at: www.nrcc.cornell.edu  
 
The U.S. Drought Monitor map is jointly produced by the National Drought Mitigation Center at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. This site synthesizes many drought indicators into a single map that 
identifies areas of the country that are abnormally dry (D0), in moderate drought (D1), in severe 
drought (D2), extreme drought (D3) and exceptional drought (D4). To visit the U.S. Drought monitor, 

go to:  http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu 
 
Urban Forestry Today noonhour webcast series. If you are a Certified Arborist who wishes to earn free 
CEUs (1.0 ISA and 0.5 MCA) AND learn more about how the summer weather will impact pests, visit: 
www.joinwebinar.com and input: 471-645-275 on 13 October 2016, Noon (12:00 PM – 1:00 PM, 

Eastern) to listen to Mike Raupp, Ph.D., University of Maryland discuss, The heat is on: What 

record heat and a warming world means for insect outbreaks. For those who are unavailable to 
attend the live broadcast, archived sessions will be available in the ‘videos’ section at 
www.urbanforestrytoday.org  

 
 

 MMAAIINNEE::  JJoonn  HHaanniisskkoo  jjhhaanniisskkoo@@lluuccaassttrreeee..ccoomm  
 

It has been a historically dry summer, so the signs of fall are already 
prematurely beginning to appear.  The nights are getting cooler, the 
days are getting shorter, and the Red Sox are poised for a post 
season run, but we aren’t quite there yet. 
 
Hemlock Wooly Adelgid, Winter Moth, and a few other pests are 
holding strong and due to the drought it has been a horrible year (for us) for mosquitoes. Brown Tail 

Moth is beginning to appear in Scarborough. It will be a winter of reconnaissance to get an idea of 
what the itchy caterpillar will be like next spring. 
 
The Town of South Portland has officially passed an ordinance banning pesticide use. It begins next 
year on municipal properties then in 2018 on private property.  It will be interesting to observe and be 
a part of the change and to see how well it does or does not work. 

 
The Maine Arborist Association was pleased to have Melissa and Bear LeVangie come up to Maine for 
the day and put on a climbing clinic, showing those in attendance the newest in technology and 
techniques. It was extremely well received and the MAA is hoping to make it a yearly staple of the 
summer. 

     
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Sara Sankowich ssaannkkoowwiicchh@@uunniittiill..ccoomm  

Happy fall!  With the lack of rain this year, leaf color change is already starting to be visible in NH as I 

write this article. Our trees have been put through the wringer this summer and we are all hoping for 

some much needed rain to come our way. While searching for a NH Pest update, I came across a very 
interesting article on a fun program to bring people, technology, and the environment together for 
forest health monitoring. Enter the Picture Post! The University of New Hampshire, through the Digital 
Earth Watch Network, has installed spots where the public is encouraged to photograph a location in 9 
orientations to document change over time. The photos are dated, geotagged, uploaded and shared 
on the UNH picture post site.   
 

There’s a new site in at the Monson Center (an early colonial settlement site with walking trails) in 
Milford, NH, aimed at documenting change from hemlock wooly adelgid. The goal is to understand how 
quickly the hemlocks are declining and assess how the forest responds afterward. Technology is 

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/regional/drought/drought.html
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/regional/drought/drought.html
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/services/reports/reports.html
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
../../../../../Documents/N%20E%20W%20S%20L%20E%20T%20T%20E%20R%20S/2016/Fall/www.urbanforestrytoday.org
http://www.joinwebinar.com/
http://www.urbanforestrytoday.org/
mailto:sankowich@unitil.com
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amazing!  I’m looking forward to visiting a picture post and contributing to 

the monitoring. If you think picture posts sound cool, you can contribute to 
the Milford site or these recently installed sites in NH: 
 

The Nature Conservancy Great Bay Office - Lubberland Creek Vista in 
Newmarket, NH. "Rabbitat" for New England Cottontail Rabbits on 
SATWaSR conservation land in Barrington, NH. Forest Society's Merrimack 
River Outdoor Education and Conservation Area in Concord, NH (focuses on 
the effects of  ash trees infected with the Emerald Ash Borer). 
Or find one of over 50 locations in New England on a map here: https://picturepost.unh.edu/map.jsp  

  RRhhooddee  IIssllaanndd::  JJaassoonn  VViicckkeerrss  ggaarrddnnrr11@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm 

Currently about 10% of the state, the west central region, is in a moderate drought condition, leaving 

the other 90% in a severe drought condition.   

The Providence Parks Department's Forestry Division and the Providence Neighborhood Planting 

Program (PNPP) are starting a citizen forester program, Providence Citizen Foresters, that will offer 

technical training focused specifically on the care of young, urban trees. It will authorize those who 

complete the program to help steward our young city trees and become leaders in the Providence tree 

community. With the help of Neighborhood volunteers there are hundreds of trees planted in the City 

of Providence every year by these two organizations. This program will hopefully bridge the gap 

between limited city resources that keep these young trees from getting the structural pruning and 

proper routine care that is required to ensure a healthy road to being strong mature trees. The 

program is modeled in part after a similar program in New York City that has been in place for 40 

years. In that time TreesNY has trained over 11,500 adults and 6,000 youth in tree care and 

stewardship. It is exciting to think of how many people in Rhode Island will be educated and affected 

by this great program in years to come. I encourage you to visit www.pnpp.org for more information 

on this program.  

The RI Department of Environmental Management (RI DEM) and the RI Tree Council are going to be 

holding a pest workshop at RIC in November. Exact dates are not set but are tentatively scheduled for 

the 3rd week of that month. Registration will begin in October and CEU's will be offered. Sponsorship 

is needed for this workshop so if you would like to help or put your company's name behind this 

endeavor please contact Tee Jay Boudreau with RI DEM at 401-222-2445 x2059. 

There will be RI arborist exam given at the DEM downtown office on the October 28th, 2016. Rhode 

Island Arborist exams are given on or about the last Friday of January, March, June, and October. You 

can visit: http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/forestry/urban-forestry/ and scroll down for information 

on the Arborist Exam. The exam is based on the updated ISA Manual. Visit 

www.newenglandisa.org/certification and click on the study guide link to order. 

Be well and enjoy your surroundings! 

 

 VVEERRMMOONNTT::  KKeevviinn  SShhrraaddeerr    bandkshr@comcast.net 
While the majority of Vermont has been abnormally dry as reported by many news agencies 

and acknowledged by homeowners and farmers alike, it is also a good time for local arborists to take a 
long look around them for declining and damaged trees. As the green of summer leaves gives way to 
fall foliage, arborist can assess those clients’ trees for defects. You can think of this time of drought as 
an opportunity to observe the tree in your care in less than optimal conditions. For example, a 

hardwood tree with a defoliated crown may indicate a compromised translocation system. Let’s utilize 
these conditions to our advantage for our clients and the health of their trees.  
 
Just a reminder that Vermont is the host state for the New England ISA 50th Annual Conference on 
November 5th to 8th in Burlington.  Let’s show the Vermont spirit and support by participating in this 
year’s event. Registration is currently open.  

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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BRISTOL AGGIE UPDATE  
By Seth Cook 
The Arboriculture Department is back and is ready for another exciting year. While 
the freshmen get introduced to climbing trees and the profession of Arboriculture, the 
sophomores are being indoctrinated into the life of Arboriculture and getting trained 
in safe tree climbing techniques. The upper classmen are busy around campus 
practicing transplanting skills and learning how to operate the school’s stump grinder. 
Arbor Events: 

 Over the summer our students helped to staff the first Climb On! kids tree 

climbing summer academy. It was a great success and the attendees had a 

blast! We will be running this again next year, so sign up early. 

 All Arbor majors attended and competed in the 53nd annual field day & 

equipment show hosted by the Southeastern Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ & 

Arborists’ Association. This is a great opportunity for our students to interact 

with their future industry. 

 The Department will be selling firewood in order to raise money for the 

students. All Arbor majors will have the opportunity to stay after school and process firewood in 

exchange for Arborwear sweatshirts.  

 Our annual Fall Show will be held October 28th-31st. All Arboriculture displays will be in the pole barn 

on campus. We will be having a kids climb on Saturday and Sunday of the show for any students 

1st-7th grade. After a parental waiver is completed, young students will be allowed to access the 

canopy of a tree and experience the majesty of tree climbing. 

As students, we are always searching for more sources of information to help expand our educational and 

social horizons. If you are at all interested in joining the Arbor Advisory Board or becoming an educational 

resource, contact Seth Cook at scook@bcahs.com. 
 

TREE FUND UPDATE—JUNE 2016 – AN EXCERPT 
 

Your donations are making a difference! Recognizing the 

important benefits trees provide to urban areas, local 

governments often have canopy cover standards for their cities 

and minimum canopy cover requirements when lots are 

developed or redeveloped. Dr. David Chojnacky (Virginia Tech) 

wondered if the development requirements were truly resulting 

in the desired urban canopy cover. His 2013 study, 

“Management of Urban Trees to Meet Canopy Cover Goals: 

Falls Church Residential Landscape Plan Comparison,” funded 

by a John Z. Duling Grant, generated a model that can help 

urban forest managers better understand how redevelopment 

plan practices impact the tree canopy. Read more about this 

interesting project on our website. 

Great Golf Outing Results - Asplundh was thrilled with the 

outstanding support of the sponsors and golfers at its 22nd 
annual golf outing, which resulted in a total of $14,400 being 

donated to the TREE Fund. To take advantage of the Pacific Gas 

& Electric 50% matching program, Asplundh is pleased to 

announce that $4,400 of that total donation will be directed 

toward the Utility Arborist Research Fund. 

Thank you to our August 2016 lead donors:  

(for contributions of $2,500 or more to the TREE Fund this month) 

Bandit Industries, Inc. 

CN Utility Consulting, Inc.       Write Tree Service, Inc. 

Florida Chapter ISA                 Vermeer Manufacturing Co. 

Heartwood Tree Service, LLC  Urban Forestry Services, Inc. 

Pamela K. Hendricksen             Rainbow Treecare Scientific               

James B. Ingram                       Advancements 

Shari L. McNulty                      Mid-Atlantic STIHL 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter ISA 

New York State Arborists, ISA Chapter, Inc. 

-Frustrated with trying to grow trees in compacted urban soils?  
Mark your calendar for our free TREE Fund webinar “Soil Compaction 
and Urban Trees: Strategies for Gaining Ground” featuring Dr. Bryant 

Scharenbroch (U. of Wisconsin – Stevens Point). Learn how you can 

protect urban soils from compaction and gain useful management 
strategies to improve the quality of compacted soils in your local 
landscape.  

-November 30, 2016 at 12:00 pm MST (translate to your time zone 
here). 
Pre-registration is not required; log in at treefund.org on November 30. 

CEUs available. 
 

Dr. Scharenbroch has received multiple TREE Fund grants; read about his 

research here. 
-Help your favorite rider in their final push for the 2016 STIHL 
Tour des Trees! Donate to any rider or team by October 1 (donations 

will continue to be accepted until 12/31/2016). Find a complete list of 
riders at stihltourdestrees.org. Thank you! 
-Shopping for equipment at TCI EXPO 2016? Stop by the TREE 

Fund booth for Show Specials from Bandit and Green Manufacturing. You 
choose the price you’re willing to pay for a top-quality chipper or cutting 
system! If you make the highest offer on the item (minimum must be met), 
you buy it for that  

price. Proceeds benefit the TREE Fund. Get more details on our website. 
-Double your donation with Mid-Atlantic Chapter ISA’s match 
Donate to the Bonnie Appleton Memorial Fund now through December 

31, 2016, and Mid-Atlantic Chapter ISA will match 100% of your tax 
deductible gift, up to $15,000. The fund honors the late Dr. Appleton’s 
passion and advocacy for horticulture and arboriculture education and 

research and will support an annual scholarship for students in green 
industries. Learn more and download a donation form, or donate online at 
the TREE Fund. Thank you! 

-Thank you to all who supported TREE Fund events at the ISA 
Conference! 
Visit The TREE Fund at http://www.treefund.org/ for the full bulletin.

mailto:juliemcoop@gmail.com
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https://www.crowdrise.com/2016STIHLTourdesTrees
http://stihltourdestrees.org/2016-rider-gallery-3/
http://www.treefund.org/events/show-specials-at-tci-expo
http://www.mac-isa.org/images/Appleton_Memorial_Fund_flyer-anonymous.pdf
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PRESIDENT-ELECT – Fred Perry 

fperry@blithewold.org 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT – Greg Lukos 

glukos@hvmaster.com  
  
PAST PRESIDENT – Bear LeVangie 

Bear@newenglandisa.org  
 

TREASURER – Julie Coop 

juliemcoop@gmail.com  
 

SECRETARY – Mollie Freilicher 
secretary@newenglandisa.org  
 

ISA CoR REPRESENTATIVE – Anne Marie 

Moran 

anne.moran@nationalgrid.com  
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CONNECTICUT REP – Charlie Iselin 

charlieiselin@comcast.net  
 

MAINE REP – John Hanisko  

jhanisko@lucastree.com  
 

MASSACHUSETTS REP – Rick 

Harper 

rharper@eco.umass.edu 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE REP – Sara 

Sankowich 

sankowich@unitil.com 
 

RHODE ISLAND REP – Jason Vickers 

gardnr1@gmail.com  
  
VERMONT REP – Kevin Shrader 

bandkshr@comcast.net  
 

TCC CHAIRPERSON – Bruce Duffy  

arboristduffy@hotmail.com  
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Shrub & Tree Specialist – Medfield, MA 

  

 

  
Climbing Arborist – Boston Metro West 

 

 

  
Certified Arborists, Bucket Operators, Tree 

Climbers & Plant Health and Lawn 
Technicians – Stoughton, MA  

 
Leuders has Full Time and Seasonal 
opportunities, including Plant Health Care 
Operations Management, Tree Care Sales, 
Plant Health Care Technician and Lawn Care 
Technician positions.  Located in Medfield, MA, 
we are an enthusiastic team of professionals 
providing outstanding Lawn Care, Plant Health 
Care, Pruning and Tree Preservation Services 
to high quality properties in the communities 
surrounding Boston. Email: 
careers@luedersco.com,  Call: Jack Muller 
(508) 359-9905 x 115, Fax: 508-359-8125, Mail: 
Lueders Environmental, Inc., P.O. Box 920279, 
Needham, MA 02492 

 Tree Specialists is looking for a dedicated 
career professional for a full-time, year 
round position. We are a close knit, level-
headed group of tree people that enjoy 
what we do, and work hard to make a living 
at it. We need a person who knows a lot, 
but realizes how much more there is to 
know. We would also consider a less 
experienced candidate, or a person with 
aspirations for sales or PHC work. All 
positions include a full benefit package, top 
pay, and all around good treatment. Please 
email resume to 
office@treespecialists.com. 

 Maltby & Company is eager to hire spirited 
tree care professionals who understand that 
arboriculture isn’t just a career; it’s a way of 
life. Qualifications: Minimum 2 years’ 
experience in the tree care industry, Valid 
MA driver’s license, Fluent English speaker, 
Drug Free, Dedication, enthusiasm & 
charisma.  Send your resume to Katie: 
Katie@maltbytree.com, Call: 781-344-3900, 
Fax: 781-344-4444, or stop by our new 
Stoughton office at 30 Old Page Street. 

 
Arboricultural Positions - Medford MA 

 

 

  
SALES ASSISTANT – Biddeford, ME  

 

 

  
Plant Health Care Technician – Rowley, 

MA 
 

 
Barret Tree Service East is seeking to fill 
several arborist positions: Arborist, Crew 
Leader, Tree Climber, PHC Technician, 
Groundsperson. Offering year-round 
employment with a rapidly growing TCIA 
Accredited company providing quality and safe 
tree care services throughout Greater Boston. 
Experience is helpful, good attitude is critical. 
Related studies or degree, ISA/MCA 
certification, applicator license, CDL desirable. A 
team mentality and work ethic, valid driver's 
license and the ability to pass a pre-employment 
physical/drug screen are required. Tell us about 
yourself: jobs@BarrettTreeEast.com or call 617-
616-5281 

 Sterling Rope is looking for a motivated, 
customer-focused individual who has 
experience and knowledge in the arbor 
market.  This person will assist the Work 
Market Sales Manager with customer 
service and sales to expand our brand into 
the arbor market.  Qualified candidates will 
be confident, self-motivated and enjoy 
selling technical products. This person 
should be a team player, have strong 
communication skills, and be able to 
demonstrate proven sales performance. If 
interested in this position, please send 
cover letter and resume to 
hr@sterlingrope.com 

 Szczechowicz Landscape Services is 
seeking a skilled Plant Health Care 
Technician to join our team. The ideal 
candidate will have extensive knowledge of 
plants, weeds and disease identification, as 
well as insect control; be dependable and a 
team-player; have strong communication 
skills; hold a current MA pesticide applicator 
license, a DOT card and a valid driver’s 
license. Great Pay and Benefits! Immediate 
Interviews Available. Call Danielle at 978-
948-7701 x.114 or email your resume to 
Danielle@SLS-Landscapes.com 

 
COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPE SALES AND 

SERVICE MANAGER – Boston Northshore 

 

  
EXPERIENCED ARBORISTS – 

Washington Depot, CT 

 

  
GROUND PERSON – Seacoast, NH 

 

 
Carpenter Costin Landscape Management is 
seeking a Commercial Landscape Sales and 
Services Manager.  Ideal candidate will possess 
strong interpersonal and communication skills, a 
high level of initiative and self-motivation and 
the ability to work effectively with a wide range 
of people and personalities.  They will have 
proven sales ability and thrive in a team-based 
environment.  5 years successful commercial 
landscape sales and management experience 
required.  Pay range starting in $70’s.  To apply, 
please forward resume, professional references, 
phone number, email address and salary 
requirements to jobs@carpentercostin.net. 
 

 Arbor Services of CT is seeking an 
experienced arborist with a minimum of 2-3 
years climbing experience to work in 
beautiful northwest CT. We are a smaller 
company with a safe environment and an 
extreme emphasis on the safety and well-
being of our employees. We are seeking 
someone with a great attitude and a strong 
work ethic. Mandatory drug testing and 
extensive background checks are 
conducted prior to hiring. Arbor Services of 
CT, Inc. Washington Depot CT 06794 860-
868-1930 or arbor@arborct.com for more 
info 

 Seacoast Tree Care, LLC is seeking a 
general tree work ground person. At 
Seacoast Tree Care we are dedicated to 
restoring, maintaining and conserving 
diverse landscapes throughout New 
Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts. 
Please visit our website at 
www.seacoasttreecare.com to learn more 
about our company.  Please submit resume 
and 3 references to 
dm@seacoasttreecare.com 

NEW ENGLAND JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
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TURF CARE TECH – Seacoast, NH  

 

 

  
ARBORIST-SALES REPRESENTATIVE – 

Seacoast, NH  

 

  
GENERAL TREE CARE (crew leaders, 

climbers grounds person)  Lincoln, MA & 
Mashpee, MA 

 
Seacoast Tree Care, LLC is seeking a Turf Care 
Technician to oversee all aspects of the lawn care 
division. At Seacoast Tree Care we are dedicated to 
restoring, maintaining and conserving diverse 
landscapes throughout New Hampshire, Maine and 
Massachusetts. Please visit our website at 
www.seacoasttreecare.com to learn more about our 
company.  Please submit resume and 3 references to 
dm@seacoasttreecare.com 

 Seacoast Tree Care, LLC is seeking a Arborist-
Sales Representative with excellent customer 
service skills. At Seacoast Tree Care we are 
dedicated to restoring, maintaining and 
conserving diverse landscapes throughout New 
Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts. Please 
visit our website at www.seacoasttreecare.com 
to learn more about our company.  Please 
submit resume and 3 references to 
dm@seacoasttreecare.com 
 

 Savatree is seeking crew leaders, climbers and 
grounds people to perform specialized tree 
pruning, takedowns and install cable bracing 
systems. To apply 
http://www.savatree.com/career/job-
openings.html 

 
ARBORISTS/SALES REPRESENTATIVE – 

Bloomfield, CT; Danbury, CT; Norwalk, CT & 
Lincoln, MA  

 

  
PART-TIME MECHANIC - Middleton, MA  

 

 

  
PLACE YOUR FREE JOB POSTINGS HERE 

 

 

Savatree is seeking arborist sales reps to meet with 
clients/prospects to evaluate, monitor and diagnose 
landscape conditions. To apply 
http://www.savatree.com/career/job-openings.html  

 Savatree is seeking a part time mechanic to 
ensure all equipment and vehicles are ready and 
working as needed. To apply 
http://www.savatree.com/career/job-
openings.html  
 

 MEMBER BENEFIT – IF YOU ARE A MEMBER 
OF THE NE CHAPTER, PLEASE SEND JOB 
POSTING TO heather@newenglandisa.org 
THEY WILL BE POSTED HERE QUARTERLY 
AND ON OUR WEBSITE. 

NEW ENGLAND JOB OPPORTUNITIES (cont’d) 
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: heather@newenglandisa.org   

: 978-844-0441 
20 

AARREEAA  IISSAA  CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  EEXXAAMMSS  
Date  Location City, State 
Oct 21  UMAINE  Orono, ME 
Nov 5  Hilton Burlington Burlington, VT 

Nov 30   NE Grows Boston, MA 
Dec 10  UMAINE  Orono, ME 
 

For information and scheduling of ISA exams 

in New England, contact Danielle Fitzko 

Danielle.fitzko@state.vt.us 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER DATES 
 

October 19-21, 2016 
Certified Arborists Preparatory Course – 
Acton, MA – Register Here 

 

NOVEMBER 6-8, 2016 
50TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE!  
Hilton Burlington, Burlington, VT – 
Sponsor/Exhibit  Register to Attend  

 

 

  
FALL HAPPENINGS – for complete 

listing & for more detailed information, visit 
our CALENDAR at www.newenglandisa.org  

 

Oct 3-4 Arbormaster Training Wrentham, MA – 

hosted by Shelter Tree L1 Precision Tree 
Felling, Chainsaw Safety and Handling  

 

Oct 5-7 Arbormaster Training Attleboro, MA – 
hosted by Shelter Tree L1 Climbing 
Methods, Work Positioning and Best 
Practices 

 

Oct 6 CT Tree Wardens Fall Workshop – Tree 
Warden Safety  

 

Oct 14-16 Massachusetts DCR Tree Steward 

Training, Harvard Forest, Petersham, MA 
 

Oct 16  Chainsaw Skills for Women by the 
Trustees of Reservations, Ashley Falls, 
MA 

 

Oct 26 28th Annual Conference on Urban and 
Community Forestry, Plantsville, CT 

 

Oct 27 Mass Tree Wardens Chainsaw Safety with 
Dan Tilton 

 

 

NEC-ISA 

P.O. Box 435 
Norwell, MA 02061 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

WWHHEENN  &&  WWHHEERREE   
Upcoming Calendar FALL Events 2016 

 

WE WANT YOUR OLD PHOTOS! Help us celebrate 50 YEARS! 
Send in your old photos of any NE Chapter event or just your 

old arboriculture-related photos.   
 

Photos can be mailed to NEC-ISA, P.O. Box 435, Norwell, MA  02061 or 

scanned and emailed to: heather@newenglandisa.org 
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